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Do | need a building permit for flooring installation in Calgary?

In most cases, no — standard flooring installation in Calgary does not require a building permit. The City of
Calgary Planning & Development department classifies flooring as a finish material, and replacing or installing

flooring in an existing home is considered routine maintenance that falls outside the permit requirement.

That said, there are important exceptions that Calgary homeowners need to be aware of. If your flooring project
includes electric radiant heated flooring (heat mats or cables embedded under tile or other flooring), you will
need an electrical permit. The electrical connections for heated floor systems must be performed by a licensed
electrician, and the work must pass inspection by a Safety Codes Officer certified through the Safety Codes
Council. This is non-negotiable — the Safety Codes Council certifies the inspectors who review and approve
electrical work, and heated flooring systems draw significant current that must be properly wired to your home's

electrical panel.

Another situation that triggers a permit is structural subfloor modification. If your flooring installer discovers that
floor joists need sistering, replacement, or reinforcement — which is not uncommon in older Calgary homes where
moisture damage or settling has compromised the subfloor structure — a building permit may be required. This is
especially relevant in homes built before the 1970s where subfloor standards were less rigorous than current

Alberta Building Code requirements.

Asbestos removal is another permit-adjacent concern. Many pre-1980s Calgary homes contain 9x9-inch vinyl floor
tiles or black mastic adhesive that contain asbestos. Removing these materials must be handled by a certified
asbestos abatement contractor following Alberta Occupational Health & Safety regulations. While this is not

technically a building permit, it involves regulated work with specific legal requirements.

For a straightforward flooring replacement — pulling up old carpet and installing LVP, laying engineered hardwood
over an existing subfloor, or replacing laminate throughout the main floor — you can proceed without visiting
Planning & Development. Just make sure your installer carries WCB Alberta coverage and adequate liability
insurance. If an uninsured worker is injured on your property, you could face liability, and that is a far more common

risk than a permit issue for most flooring projects.

If your flooring project is part of a larger renovation, such as a basement development or secondary suite
conversion, the overall project will likely require permits even though the flooring component alone would not. In
those cases, the flooring installation will be inspected as part of the broader scope of work. If you are unsure
whether your specific project needs a permit, browse flooring contractors through the Calgary Construction Network
directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring — an experienced local installer can advise

you on permit requirements for your situation.
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Does the Alberta Building Code require specific flooring in basement suites?

Yes — the Alberta Building Code has specific requirements for flooring in basement suites, particularly
around fire safety, moisture management, and egress. If you are developing a legal secondary suite in your
Calgary basement, the flooring you choose must meet fire-resistance and flame-spread requirements as part of the
overall suite code compliance.

The Alberta Building Code requires that floor assemblies separating a secondary suite from the main dwelling
achieve a minimum one-hour fire-resistance rating. This applies to the structural floor assembly (joists, subfloor,
and ceiling below), not the finish flooring itself. However, your flooring choice can affect the assembly's overall fire
rating. Carpet with a proper underpad can contribute to the fire-resistance rating of the assembly, while certain
flooring materials may require additional fire-rated underlayment to maintain code compliance. Your installer and
the project's designer or engineer should verify that the complete floor assembly — including finish flooring —

meets the required rating.

Flame-spread ratings are another consideration. The Alberta Building Code limits interior finish materials to
specific flame-spread ratings in dwelling units. Most common flooring products — hardwood, laminate, LVP, tile,
and carpet — meet the code requirements for flame spread in residential suites without issue. However, some
specialty products or very low-cost imported materials may not carry the necessary testing certifications. Look for
products tested to CAN/ULC-S102 or equivalent standards.

From a practical standpoint, moisture management is critical for any basement suite flooring in Calgary. Below-
grade concrete slabs in Calgary are subject to moisture vapour migration, especially during spring snowmelt and
after heavy rains. The Alberta Building Code requires a vapour barrier beneath the concrete slab, but in older
homes this may be deteriorated or absent. Before installing any flooring in a basement suite, a calcium chloride
moisture test or relative humidity probe test should confirm that moisture vapour emission is below 3 Ibs per 1,000
sqft per 24 hours. If it exceeds that threshold, a moisture mitigation system must be installed before flooring goes

down.

LVP and porcelain tile are the most popular choices for Calgary basement suites because they handle
moisture, meet code requirements, and are durable enough for a rental environment. LVP runs $4-3$9 per square
foot installed and is 100% waterproof, while porcelain tile at $8—$25 per square foot installed pairs beautifully
with in-floor heating for tenant comfort during Calgary's long winters. Engineered hardwood works well too with a
proper moisture barrier, running $7-$14 per square foot installed, though it is less forgiving of moisture events
than LVP or tile.
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Because a basement suite development requires permits and inspections through the City of Calgary, your flooring
will be reviewed as part of the overall inspection process by a Safety Codes Officer. Getting the flooring right from
the start avoids costly rework. Need help finding an installer experienced with Calgary basement suite flooring?
Browse the Calgary Construction Network directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring to

connect with local flooring professionals.

Do Calgary flooring installers need to carry WCB Alberta coverage?

Yes — any flooring contractor working in Calgary should carry WCB Alberta (Workers' Compensation
Board of Alberta) coverage, and as a homeowner, verifying this before work begins is one of the most
important steps you can take to protect yourself. WCB Alberta provides workplace injury insurance for

employees in the construction trades, and flooring installation falls squarely within the covered industries.

In Alberta, businesses in the construction industry are required by law to register with WCB Alberta if they have
employees. This includes flooring installation companies with any workers on payroll. Independent sole proprietors
who work alone without employees may have the option of carrying personal WCB coverage voluntarily, but many
choose to carry it because clients and general contractors require it. Regardless of the legal nuance, you should

treat WCB coverage as a non-negotiable requirement when hiring a flooring installer for your Calgary home.

Here is why this matters to you directly: if an uninsured worker is injured on your property — whether they fall, cut
themselves with a saw, or suffer a back injury carrying materials — you as the homeowner could be held liable
for their medical costs, lost wages, and rehabilitation. A single workplace injury can easily run into tens of
thousands of dollars. WCB coverage transfers that liability to the WCB system, protecting both the worker and the
homeowner. This is not a theoretical risk — flooring installation involves heavy lifting, power tools, repetitive

motions, and exposure to adhesive fumes and dust, all of which contribute to workplace injuries.

Before hiring any flooring installer, request a WCB Alberta clearance letter. This is a document issued directly
by WCB Alberta confirming that the contractor's account is in good standing and all premiums are current. Any
legitimate flooring contractor in Calgary will be able to provide this within minutes — it is a standard part of doing
business in Alberta's construction industry. If a contractor hesitates, makes excuses, or claims they do not need

WCB coverage, that is a significant red flag.

Beyond WCB, your flooring installer should also carry general liability insurance — typically $2 million minimum
— which covers damage to your home during the installation. A misplaced saw cut through a water line, a dropped

tool that cracks a granite countertop, or adhesive that stains cabinetry are all real scenarios that liability insurance
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covers. WCB and general liability serve different purposes: WCB covers worker injuries, while liability insurance
covers damage to your property.

When comparing quotes from Calgary flooring installers, the cheapest bid is often cheapest because the contractor
is cutting corners on insurance, WCB coverage, or both. A contractor operating at $4-$9 per square foot for LVP
installation or $7-$14 per square foot for engineered hardwood in the Calgary market is typically covering their
insurance costs in those rates. If someone quotes significantly below market, ask about their coverage. Calgary
Floor Installers can help you connect with insured, WCB-covered flooring professionals through the Calgary

Construction Network — browse the directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.
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What Calgary permits do | need for a basement development that includes new
flooring?

A basement development in Calgary requires a development permit and a building permit from the City of
Calgary Planning & Development department, regardless of the flooring you choose. The flooring itself does
not trigger a permit, but the overall basement development does — and your flooring installation will be reviewed as
part of the broader inspection process.

For a standard basement development (finishing a previously unfinished basement), you will need a building
permit at minimum. If you are creating a secondary suite with a separate entrance, kitchen, and bathroom, you will
also need a development permit to confirm the suite complies with Calgary's land use bylaw for your
neighbourhood. The building permit application requires floor plans showing the layout, including the flooring types

specified for each room, as these can affect fire-resistance ratings of floor and ceiling assemblies.

Electrical permits are required if your basement development includes heated flooring. Electric radiant heat mats
or cables under tile, LVP, or engineered hardwood must be installed by a licensed electrician, and the work must be
inspected and approved by a Safety Codes Officer before the finish flooring goes over top. This is a critical
sequencing issue — if you install tile over heated floor mats before the electrical inspection, you may be required to
tear it all up for the inspector to verify the installation. Make sure your flooring installer and electrician coordinate the
timing carefully.

Plumbing permits apply if your basement includes a bathroom with floor drains, a shower, or a kitchenette —

common in secondary suite developments. The plumbing rough-in must be inspected before the concrete is poured
or the subfloor is installed over top. Your flooring choices for the bathroom area (typically tile at $8—$25 per square
foot installed or LVP at $4-$9 per square foot installed) should be decided early because they affect the finished

floor height, which in turn affects drain placement and door clearances.

From a flooring perspective, the most important code consideration for Calgary basement developments is
moisture management. The Alberta Building Code requires a vapour barrier beneath concrete slabs, but in many
older Calgary homes the original vapour barrier may be degraded or missing entirely. Before any flooring goes
down on a basement slab, a moisture test should confirm vapour emission is within acceptable limits. Calgary's
frost depth exceeds 1.2 metres, and basement slabs can crack and shift due to frost heave — this is why an anti-
crack membrane like Schluter Ditra is strongly recommended under tile installations, and why a quality moisture

barrier underlayment is essential under LVP and engineered hardwood.

Budget planning for a Calgary basement development should account for flooring costs separate from the
construction costs. For a typical 600-800 square foot basement, flooring runs $2,400-$7,200 for LVP,

Calgary Floor Installers — calgaryfloorinstallers.com — Generated April 5, 2026



$4,200-$11,200 for engineered hardwood, or $4,800-$20,000 for tile including heated floors. Add $1-$3 per
square foot for old flooring removal if you are redeveloping a previously finished basement, plus $2-$6 per

square foot for subfloor levelling where needed.

The permit process for a Calgary basement development typically takes 4—-8 weeks for approval, with multiple
inspections throughout construction. Get your flooring selections made early so your contractor can plan the build
sequence properly. Need help finding a flooring installer experienced with Calgary basement developments?

Browse the Calgary Construction Network directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.

Does Calgary require permits for heated floor electrical installation?

Yes — electric heated floor installation in Calgary absolutely requires an electrical permit, and the work
must be performed by a licensed electrician. This is one of the few flooring-related projects that triggers a
mandatory permit and inspection in Alberta, and there are no exceptions for DIY or handyman installation of the

electrical components.

Electric radiant floor heating systems — whether they are mat-style systems like Nuheat or Schluter Ditra-Heat, or
cable systems like Warmup — draw significant electrical current, typically requiring a dedicated 15-amp or 20-amp
circuit from your home's electrical panel. Larger installations covering multiple rooms may require multiple circuits
or a relay panel. This electrical work must be performed by a licensed electrician who pulls an electrical permit
through the City of Calgary. The completed wiring is then inspected by a Safety Codes Officer — an inspector

certified through Alberta's Safety Codes Council — before the finish flooring can be installed over top.

The inspection sequence is critical and one of the most common mistakes Calgary homeowners make with heated
floor projects. The electrical inspection must happen after the heating mats or cables are installed but before
the tile, stone, or other finish flooring is laid over them. If your tile installer covers the heating system before
the electrical inspection, the Safety Codes Officer may require you to remove the tile to verify the installation — an

expensive and frustrating outcome that is entirely avoidable with proper scheduling.

From a cost perspective, heated flooring in Calgary typically adds $5-$10 per square foot to the installation cost,
on top of the finish flooring itself. For a typical bathroom of 50-80 square feet, that means $250-$800 for the
heating system and electrical work, plus the cost of tile installation at $8-$25 per square foot. A larger project
like a heated basement floor of 400—600 square feet could run $2,000-$6,000 for the heating system alone. The
electrical permit fee from the City of Calgary is relatively modest — typically under $200 — but the licensed

electrician's labour adds to the total.
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Hydronic (water-based) heated flooring is a different system that circulates heated water through tubing
embedded in or beneath the floor. This requires a plumbing permit rather than an electrical permit, and is more
common in new construction than retrofits due to the complexity of installation. For most Calgary renovation

projects, electric radiant heat is the practical choice.

Heated floors are extremely popular in Calgary for good reason — when outdoor temperatures hit -25 to -35
degrees Celsius for weeks at a time, cold tile or concrete floors are genuinely uncomfortable. Heated tile in a
bathroom or kitchen transforms the morning routine during Calgary's long winters. The operating cost is reasonable
— atypical bathroom heated floor system runs about $10-$20 per month during the heating season using current

Alberta electricity rates.

Make sure your flooring installer and electrician work together from the start of the project. If you need a flooring
professional experienced with heated floor installations in Calgary, browse the Calgary Construction Network

directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.

What insurance should a Calgary flooring installer carry to protect my home?

At minimum, a Calgary flooring installer should carry general liability insurance (at least $2 million) and
WCB Alberta coverage before starting any work in your home. These two forms of coverage protect you from

the two biggest financial risks: damage to your property and liability for worker injuries.

General liability insurance is your primary protection against damage to your home during the flooring installation.
Real-world scenarios that liability insurance covers include a saw blade cutting through a water pipe hidden in the
subfloor, adhesive or stain permanently damaging kitchen cabinetry, a heavy tool being dropped on a granite
countertop, water damage from improperly sealed transitions near bathrooms, or dust from sanding infiltrating and
damaging electronics or HVAC systems. A single water pipe incident can cause $5,000-$20,000 in damage — far
more than the cost of the flooring project itself. The industry standard in Calgary is $2 million in general liability

coverage, and many commercial and multi-family projects require $5 million.

WCB Alberta coverage protects you from liability if a worker is injured on your property. Flooring installation
involves heavy lifting, power tool operation, prolonged kneeling, and exposure to dust and adhesive fumes — all of
which carry injury risk. If an uninsured worker is hurt in your home, you as the homeowner could face significant
financial liability. Request a WCB clearance letter before work begins — this confirms the contractor's account is

active and premiums are current.
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Beyond these two essentials, a reputable Calgary flooring installer may also carry commercial auto insurance
(covering their work vehicle and the materials in transit to your home), tools and equipment insurance (covering
their specialized equipment like floor nailers, saws, and sanders), and errors and omissions insurance (covering
defective workmanship claims). While these are more about protecting the contractor's business than your home

directly, they indicate a professional operation that takes risk management seriously.

How to verify coverage: Ask every flooring installer for a certificate of insurance naming you (or your address)
as additionally insured. This is a standard document that any insured contractor can produce from their insurance
broker within a day. For WCB, request the clearance letter directly — it takes minutes to obtain online. Do not

accept verbal assurances — any contractor who says "yeah, I'm covered" but cannot produce documentation is a

risk you should not take.

Red flags to watch for: Quotes significantly below the Calgary market rate of $4-$9 per square foot for LVP or

$7-$14 per square foot for engineered hardwood may indicate a contractor cutting costs by skipping insurance.
A contractor who resists providing documentation, wants to be paid entirely in cash, or asks you to sign a waiver of
liability is almost certainly uninsured. The savings on a cheaper quote evaporate instantly if something goes wrong

and there is no insurance to cover the damage.

Need help finding a properly insured flooring professional? Calgary Floor Installers can match you with local
contractors through the Calgary Construction Network — get started at

calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.
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Do Calgary condo bylaws restrict what flooring | can install for noise?

Yes — most Calgary condominiums have bylaws that restrict flooring choices, primarily to control noise
transmission between units. If you live in a Calgary condo and are planning to replace your flooring, checking
your condo corporation's bylaws before purchasing materials is absolutely essential. Installing non-compliant

flooring can result in being ordered to tear it all up at your own expense.

The core issue is sound transmission — specifically, two types of sound that travel between condo units. Impact
sound (IIC — Impact Insulation Class) measures sounds caused by footsteps, dropped objects, and furniture
movement that travel through the floor structure to the unit below. Airborne sound (STC — Sound Transmission
Class) measures voices, music, and television noise passing through floor assemblies. Most Calgary condo bylaws
specify minimum 1IC and STC ratings, typically 1IC 55-65 and STC 50-55, though newer buildings often require
higher ratings.

The Alberta Building Code sets baseline sound transmission requirements for multi-family residential buildings, but
individual condo corporations frequently set stricter standards than the code minimum. This means code
compliance alone may not satisfy your condo bylaws. Some Calgary condo buildings go further and specify
approved flooring types outright — for example, requiring carpet in bedrooms, mandating specific underlayment

brands, or prohibiting hard-surface flooring on upper floors entirely.

Hard-surface flooring — hardwood, laminate, tile, and LVP — transmits significantly more impact sound than
carpet. If your Calgary condo currently has carpet and you want to switch to hardwood or LVP, you will almost
certainly need to install an acoustically rated underlayment to meet the IIC requirements. Products like Cork
underlayment, Proflex 90, or acoustical rubber membranes can achieve IIC ratings of 60—72 depending on the
product and installation method. These underlayments add $1.50-$4.00 per square foot to your installation cost,

but they are non-negotiable in most Calgary condos.

The cheapest foam underlayment that comes bundled with laminate or LVP flooring almost never meets condo
sound requirements. A common and expensive mistake is installing flooring with bargain underlayment, only to
receive a complaint from the unit below and a condo board notice requiring you to replace the entire floor at your
expense. The cost difference between basic foam underlay and proper acoustic underlayment is $1-$3 per square
foot — on a 700 square foot condo, that is $700—$2,100 in additional cost that prevents a potential $5,000-$10,000

tearout and reinstallation.

Before purchasing any flooring for your Calgary condo, take these steps: First, request a copy of your condo
corporation's bylaws regarding flooring from your property manager. Second, check whether your building requires

pre-approval of flooring changes — many do. Third, obtain the specific IIC and STC ratings required. Fourth, make
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sure your flooring installer provides documentation confirming the combined flooring-plus-underlayment system

meets those ratings. Keep all documentation in case of future disputes.

If you need a flooring installer experienced with Calgary condo requirements and acoustical underlayment, browse
the Calgary Construction Network directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring — an

experienced installer will know exactly which products meet your building's requirements.

What are the Alberta Building Code requirements for flooring in secondary
suites?

The Alberta Building Code has several requirements that affect flooring in secondary suites, focusing on
fire resistance, flame spread, moisture control, and accessibility. If you are building a legal secondary suite in
your Calgary home — whether it is a basement suite, above-garage suite, or garden suite — your flooring choices

must comply with these code provisions as part of the overall permit and inspection process.

Fire-resistance ratings are the most significant code requirement. The floor and ceiling assembly separating the
secondary suite from the main dwelling must achieve a minimum one-hour fire-resistance rating (Section 9.10 of
the Alberta Building Code). This applies to the entire assembly — joists, subfloor, insulation, drywall ceiling below,
and finish flooring above. While the finish flooring alone does not carry the full fire rating, it contributes to the
assembly's overall performance. Carpet with underpad can add to the fire resistance of a floor assembly, and some
tile and stone installations provide superior fire performance. Your designer or building inspector will evaluate the

complete assembly, not just the flooring material in isolation.

Flame-spread ratings apply to all interior finish materials in a secondary suite. The Alberta Building Code limits
flame-spread ratings for wall and ceiling finishes to 150 or less in dwelling units, and floor coverings must not
contribute to rapid fire spread. Most standard flooring products — hardwood, laminate, LVP, tile, carpet — meet
these requirements when properly manufactured and tested to CAN/ULC-S102 standards. Check that any flooring

product you purchase carries the appropriate test certification, particularly for imported or no-name products.

Moisture management is addressed through the code's requirements for vapour barriers and moisture protection
in below-grade construction. For basement suites, the code requires a vapour barrier beneath concrete slabs and
adequate drainage around the foundation. From a flooring perspective, this means verifying that the slab's moisture
vapour emission rate is within acceptable limits before installing any flooring. In Calgary, where frost depth exceeds
1.2 metres and spring snowmelt can elevate groundwater levels, this is especially critical. A calcium chloride test

should show less than 3 Ibs per 1,000 sqft per 24 hours before flooring goes down.
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Egress requirements affect flooring choices near exits. Secondary suites must have a direct exit to the exterior,
and the flooring in the exit path must provide safe footing. This means slip-resistant flooring near exterior doors
— particularly important in Calgary where occupants track in snow, ice, and water for six months of the year.

Textured tile or LVP with adequate slip ratings are good choices for entry areas.

The most practical flooring choices for Calgary secondary suites balance code compliance, durability for
rental use, and Calgary's climate challenges. LVP at $4-$9 per square foot installed is the most popular choice
— it is waterproof, durable, handles Calgary's humidity swings without gapping, and stands up to tenant turnover.
Porcelain tile at $8—$25 per square foot installed is ideal for bathrooms and kitchens, especially with heated
flooring for tenant comfort. Engineered hardwood at $7-$14 per square foot installed works well for living areas

with a proper moisture barrier over the slab.

All secondary suite work in Calgary requires permits and inspections through the City of Calgary. Your flooring will
be reviewed as part of the inspection process by a Safety Codes Officer. Find a flooring installer experienced with
Calgary suite developments through the Calgary Construction Network at

calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.

Does Safety Codes Council inspection cover flooring in a Calgary renovation
permit?

The Safety Codes Council does not directly inspect flooring installations — the SCC certifies the Safety
Codes Officers (inspectors) who review permitted work, and those inspectors may examine flooring only as
part of a broader permitted renovation. Understanding this distinction helps clarify when and how flooring comes

under inspection in Calgary.

The Safety Codes Council (SCC) is an Alberta organization that certifies inspectors — it does not inspect anything
itself, and it does not license or certify contractors. When you pull a building permit or electrical permit through the
City of Calgary, the inspections are performed by Safety Codes Officers who hold certification from the SCC. These

inspectors review the permitted work against the Alberta Building Code and applicable safety codes.

For a standard flooring replacement — pulling up old carpet and laying new LVP, installing engineered hardwood
over an existing subfloor, or retiling a bathroom — there is no permit required and therefore no inspection. The
Safety Codes Officer will never show up to check your new laminate floor. Flooring is classified as a finish material,

and routine replacement is maintenance, not construction.
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However, when flooring is part of a permitted renovation, the inspector will examine flooring-related elements as

part of the overall inspection. Specific scenarios where this occurs include:

Basement developments and secondary suites — the inspector will verify that the floor assembly meets the
required fire-resistance rating (one hour for a suite separation), that moisture barriers are properly installed, and
that the overall construction complies with the Alberta Building Code. Your flooring choice affects the fire-resistance

calculation for the complete floor/ceiling assembly.

Electric heated flooring — this requires an electrical permit, and the Safety Codes Officer will inspect the heating
mat or cable installation, the wiring connections, the dedicated circuit, and the thermostat before finish flooring goes
over top. This is the most common flooring-specific inspection in Calgary. The inspection must happen after the
heating system is laid but before the tile or other finish flooring covers it — timing coordination between your

electrician, flooring installer, and the inspector is essential.

Structural subfloor work — if a renovation involves replacing or reinforcing floor joists, installing new subfloor
over structural modifications, or adding floor area through an addition, the structural work will be inspected. The

inspector will want to see the framing and subfloor before finish flooring goes down.

In practical terms, most Calgary homeowners will never have their flooring inspected by a Safety Codes Officer.
The exception is heated floors (electrical inspection), basement suite developments (building inspection), and major
structural renovations. For standard flooring projects, your best protection is hiring an experienced installer who
follows manufacturer specifications and industry best practices. Browse flooring professionals in the Calgary
Construction Network directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring to find installers who

know Calgary's code requirements.
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Q10
Do | need alicensed electrician to wire heated floors in Calgary?

Yes — you absolutely need a licensed electrician to perform the electrical connections for heated floor
systems in Calgary, and an electrical permit is required. This is one of the clearest regulatory requirements in
the flooring world, and there is no workaround or DIY exception for the electrical component of heated floor

installation.

Electric radiant floor heating systems — whether mat-style products like Nuheat, Schluter Ditra-Heat, or Warmup,
or loose cable systems — require a dedicated electrical circuit from your home's panel, proper wiring to a
thermostat with a floor sensor, and in larger installations, a relay panel to manage multiple zones. This electrical
work must be performed by a licensed electrician who carries a valid Alberta electrical journeyman or master
electrician certificate. The electrician pulls an electrical permit through the City of Calgary, and the installation is

inspected by a Safety Codes Officer — an inspector certified through Alberta's Safety Codes Council.

Here is where the division of labour gets important for your project. You or your flooring installer can physically
lay out and position the heating mats or cables on the floor — this is considered part of the flooring
preparation, not electrical work. The heating mats are typically rolled out, positioned according to the
manufacturer's layout plan, and temporarily secured with tape or adhesive. However, the moment wires need to be
connected — the cold lead wired to the thermostat, the thermostat wired to the electrical panel, and the floor sensor

probe connected — that work must be done by the licensed electrician.

The inspection sequence is critical. The Safety Codes Officer needs to inspect the heating system after the mats
or cables are installed and the electrical connections are made, but before the finish flooring covers everything.
For tile installations, this means the inspection happens after the mats are laid but before the thinset and tile go
over top. If your tile installer covers the heating system before the inspection, you may be required to remove the
tile at your own expense so the inspector can verify the installation. This sequencing issue catches many Calgary

homeowners off guard and costs thousands in unnecessary rework.

Cost breakdown for heated floors in Calgary: The heating mats themselves run $8-$15 per square foot
depending on the brand and type. Installation of the mats (labour to position and secure them) adds $2—-$4 per
square foot. The licensed electrician's work — running the circuit, connecting the thermostat, and obtaining the
permit — typically runs $400-$800 for a single-zone bathroom and $800-$1,500 for a multi-zone installation
covering a basement or multiple rooms. The electrical permit fee from the City of Calgary is usually under $200. All

told, heated flooring adds $5-$10 per square foot to your total project cost on top of the finish flooring.

A typical Calgary bathroom heated floor project (60 square feet of tile with radiant heat) costs roughly $480-$600
for the mats, $400-$600 for the electrician, and $480-$1,500 for tile installation — so $1,400-%$2,700 total for
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a warm bathroom floor that transforms cold Calgary mornings. If you need a flooring installer who coordinates well
with electricians on heated floor projects, browse the Calgary Construction Network directory at

calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.

Q11

What flooring fire rating does Calgary require for basement bedroom egress
areas?

Calgary does not impose a specific standalone fire rating on finish flooring in basement bedroom egress
areas, but the overall floor assembly and exit path must meet Alberta Building Code fire safety
requirements that indirectly affect your flooring choices. The requirements become more specific when the

basement bedroom is part of a secondary suite or when the egress path passes through a fire-rated separation.

The Alberta Building Code requires that exit paths from basement bedrooms remain passable and safe during
a fire event. For a basement bedroom in a single-family home (not a separate suite), the main requirement is that
interior finish materials — including flooring — must not contribute to rapid flame spread. The code limits interior
finish flame-spread ratings to 150 or less for most residential applications (referencing CAN/ULC-S102 testing).
Virtually all standard flooring products — hardwood, LVP, laminate, tile, carpet, and engineered hardwood — meet

this requirement when manufactured by reputable companies and tested to Canadian standards.

When the basement bedroom is part of a secondary suite, the requirements become significantly more stringent.
The floor and ceiling assembly separating the suite from the main dwelling must achieve a one-hour fire-
resistance rating. This is an assembly rating — the combination of floor joists, subfloor, insulation, drywall ceiling
below, and finish flooring above must collectively achieve one hour of fire resistance. Carpet with a proper
underpad can contribute positively to this rating, while bare concrete with no finish adds fire-resistance value

inherently. Your building designer will specify the assembly composition to meet the required rating.

Egress corridors within a secondary suite must be a minimum width (typically 860mm clear) and the flooring must
provide safe, slip-resistant footing. This is particularly relevant near the exterior exit door of a basement suite,
where occupants in an emergency may be moving quickly in bare feet or socks. Smooth, polished tile or high-gloss
hardwood near exterior exits is a poor choice from a safety perspective — textured porcelain, LVP with a matte

finish, or low-pile carpet provide better traction.

From a practical standpoint, the best flooring choices for Calgary basement bedrooms and egress paths
balance fire safety, moisture management, and comfort. LVP at $4-$9 per square foot installed is excellent — it

meets flame-spread requirements, handles basement moisture, and provides reasonable traction. Carpet at $3—-$8

Calgary Floor Installers — calgaryfloorinstallers.com — Generated April 5, 2026



per square foot installed is the traditional bedroom choice and contributes positively to fire-resistance assemblies,
though it requires a quality moisture barrier pad in Calgary basements to prevent musty odours from slab moisture
migration. Porcelain tile at $8—-$25 per square foot installed is ideal for the egress path near exterior doors —

slip-rated porcelain with a textured surface provides the safest footing.

If you are developing a basement with bedrooms in Calgary, the flooring will be inspected as part of the overall
building permit process. A Safety Codes Officer will review the complete assembly — not just the finish flooring —
against the Alberta Building Code requirements. Find an experienced flooring professional through the Calgary
Construction Network at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring to ensure your basement flooring

meets all applicable requirements.

Q12

Can a handyman legally install flooring in Alberta or does it require a licensed
contractor?

In Alberta, flooring installation is not a licensed trade — meaning a handyman can legally install flooring
without holding a specific trade licence. Unlike electrical, plumbing, and gas fitting, which are designated trades
requiring journeyman certification under Alberta's Apprenticeship and Industry Training Act, flooring installation has

no mandatory licensing requirement in the province.

This means that from a strictly legal standpoint, anyone can install flooring in Alberta — a professional flooring
company, a general handyman, or a homeowner doing it themselves. There is no flooring installer's licence issued
by the Alberta government, no mandatory certification exam, and no regulatory body that governs flooring
installation specifically. This is consistent across Canada — flooring installation is generally an unregulated trade in

every province.

However, legal does not mean advisable in every situation. The complexity and risk of a flooring project should

determine who does the work. Here is a practical breakdown:

A capable handyman can handle: Click-lock LVP and laminate floating installations in rooms with level subfloors
and straightforward layouts. These products are designed for relatively simple installation — score-and-snap
cutting, click-lock assembly, and floating over underlayment. A handyman with good attention to detail, proper
spacers, and a decent saw can produce good results. Carpet tile installation in basements is similarly

straightforward.
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You should hire a professional flooring installer for: Nail-down solid hardwood (requires a pneumatic floor
nailer and experience with staggering and expansion management), glue-down engineered hardwood over
concrete (troweling adhesive evenly within the open time requires significant experience), all tile and stone work
(substrate preparation, thinset application, precision cutting, and grouting require years of practice to do well),
hardwood refinishing (drum and edge sanding can destroy floors in seconds in inexperienced hands), and any

project involving subfloor repair or levelling with self-levelling compound.

You must hire a licensed specialist for: Electrical connections for heated flooring systems (licensed electrician
required, no exceptions), asbestos-containing tile or adhesive removal (certified asbestos abatement contractor

required under Alberta OHS regulations), and structural subfloor modifications that require a building permit.

The critical factors when hiring anyone — handyman or professional — are WCB Alberta coverage and general

liability insurance. Whether your installer calls themselves a handyman or a flooring specialist, they should carry
WCB coverage (protecting you from liability if they are injured on your property) and at least $2 million in general
liability insurance (protecting your home from damage during the work). A handyman without insurance installing

your floors is a significant financial risk regardless of legality.

Quality and warranty are the other major considerations. A professional flooring installer typically offers a
workmanship warranty of 1-5 years, knows manufacturer installation specifications (which affect your product
warranty), and understands Calgary-specific challenges like acclimation requirements in dry winter air, moisture
testing on basement slabs, and expansion gaps sized for chinook-driven humidity swings. A handyman may

produce good results but is less likely to understand these nuances.

If you want the confidence of a professional installation, browse flooring contractors in the Calgary Construction

Network directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.
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Q13
What warranty requirements should | look for with Calgary flooring installers?

Look for two separate warranties when hiring a Calgary flooring installer: a manufacturer's product
warranty on the flooring material itself, and a workmanship warranty from the installer covering the quality
of installation. These are distinct protections, and understanding the difference will save you significant frustration

if problems develop down the road.

The manufacturer's product warranty covers defects in the flooring material — delamination, finish failure,
structural defects in the core, excessive wear beyond what is expected, and manufacturing inconsistencies. These
warranties vary dramatically by brand and product tier. Budget laminate might carry a 15-year warranty, while
premium engineered hardwood from a manufacturer like Mercier or Mirage may carry a 25-year or even lifetime
structural warranty. LVP warranties typically range from 15 to 30 years for residential use. The critical detail is that
virtually all manufacturer warranties require professional installation following the manufacturer's specific
installation guidelines for the warranty to be valid. This means if your installer skips moisture testing, fails to
acclimate the product, uses the wrong adhesive, or leaves inadequate expansion gaps, the manufacturer can deny
a warranty claim even if the product is genuinely defective. Always confirm that your installer follows the specific

manufacturer's installation instructions for your product — not just general industry practices.

The workmanship warranty is provided by your installer and covers the quality of their labour — squeaky floors
from improper fastening, gaps from incorrect expansion allowances, uneven tile from poor thinset application, or
lifting from inadequate subfloor preparation. Reputable Calgary flooring installers typically offer 1 to 5 years of
workmanship warranty, with 2 years being a common industry standard. Some premium installers offer longer
workmanship warranties, particularly on complex projects like large-format tile, heated floor systems, or whole-

home hardwood installations.
Key warranty details to request in writing before work begins:

Ask your installer to provide the workmanship warranty in writing as part of your contract, specifying the
coverage duration, what is covered, and what is excluded. Verbal warranties are difficult to enforce. Ensure the
warranty covers callbacks — if a plank pops up at a transition six months after installation, will the installer come
back and fix it at no charge? Clarify what happens if the installer's business closes — a warranty from a sole

operator with no business assets may be worthless if they leave the trade.

Check whether the manufacturer warranty requires registration — some flooring manufacturers require you to
register the product online within 30-90 days of purchase for the warranty to be active. Your installer should provide

you with the product lot numbers and purchase documentation needed for registration.
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Calgary-specific warranty considerations: Calgary's extreme dry winters and chinook-driven humidity swings
cause more seasonal wood movement than most Canadian cities. Some gapping in hardwood during winter is
normal and expected — it is not a defect. A good installer will explain this upfront and set realistic expectations.
However, persistent gapping exceeding 1-2mm, cupping that does not flatten with seasonal humidity changes, or
buckling at any time of year are installation or product defects that should be covered. Ensure your warranty defines

what constitutes a defect versus normal seasonal movement in Calgary's climate.

For most Calgary flooring projects running $4-$14 per square foot installed, the warranty protections should be
clearly documented before a dollar changes hands. Find reputable flooring installers through the Calgary

Construction Network at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.

Q14
Does Calgary have noise bylaws that affect condo flooring choices?

Calgary's Community Standards Bylaw (26M96) includes noise provisions, but the more impactful
restrictions on condo flooring come from your condo corporation's bylaws and the Alberta Building Code's
sound transmission requirements — not the city's noise bylaw directly. Understanding all three layers of
regulation helps you choose flooring that keeps you out of trouble with your neighbours, your condo board, and the

law.

The City of Calgary's noise bylaw addresses excessive noise that disturbs neighbours — loud music,
construction noise during restricted hours, and similar disturbances. It does not specify what flooring materials you
must install. However, if your flooring choice results in persistent impact noise complaints from the unit below —
constant clicking of hard shoes on laminate, chair scraping on hardwood, or the hollow boom of footsteps on
improperly underlaid LVP — the bylaw gives your neighbour a basis for a complaint if the noise is deemed

excessive. In practice, noise bylaw enforcement for flooring-related complaints is rare, but it is a consideration.

The Alberta Building Code sets minimum sound transmission requirements for multi-family residential buildings.
Floor and ceiling assemblies between dwelling units must meet minimum STC (Sound Transmission Class) and
IIC (Impact Insulation Class) ratings. The code minimum for IIC is typically 50, though many Calgary buildings
were designed to exceed this. The IIC rating is the one that matters most for flooring — it measures impact sound
like footsteps and dropped objects traveling through the floor to the unit below. Replacing carpet (which has
excellent impact sound absorption) with hard-surface flooring (which transmits impact sound much more readily)
can drop the assembly's IIC rating by 15-25 points — easily falling below code minimum if proper acoustic

underlayment is not installed.
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Your condo corporation's bylaws are typically the strictest and most enforceable layer. Most Calgary condo
buildings have specific flooring bylaws that may include: minimum IIC and STC ratings (often 1IC 55-65, stricter
than code minimum), approved underlayment products or specifications, mandatory pre-approval of flooring
changes by the condo board, restricted flooring types on upper floors (some buildings prohibit hard-surface flooring

above the ground level entirely), and requirements for professional installation with documentation.

The enforcement mechanism is straightforward and expensive for non-compliant owners. If your downstairs
neighbour complains about noise, the condo board can require an acoustic test of your floor assembly. If it fails to
meet the bylaw requirements, you can be ordered to replace the flooring at your own expense — including
removal, disposal, new acoustically compliant underlayment, new flooring, and reinstallation. On a 700 square foot

condo unit, that rework could cost $7,000-$15,000 depending on the flooring type.

The solution is simple: invest in proper acoustic underlayment from the start. Products like cork
underlayment ($2-$3 per square foot), recycled rubber membranes ($2.50-$4 per square foot), or
combination cork-rubber products can achieve IIC ratings of 60—72 when paired with LVP, laminate, or
engineered hardwood. On a 700 square foot condo, proper acoustic underlayment adds $1,400-$2,800 to the

project — a fraction of the cost of rework.

Before buying flooring for your Calgary condo, get your condo corporation's flooring requirements in writing. Then
find an installer who understands condo acoustic requirements through the Calgary Construction Network at

calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.

Q15
What happens if I install flooring without required permits in Calgary?

If you install flooring without a required permit in Calgary — most commonly for heated floor electrical
work or as part of an unpermitted basement development — you face potential fines, mandatory removal,
insurance complications, and problems when selling your home. While standard flooring replacement does

not require a permit, the situations that do carry real consequences when ignored.

The most common unpermitted flooring scenario in Calgary involves electric heated flooring installed without an
electrical permit. If a homeowner or handyman installs radiant heat mats and connects them to the electrical panel
without a licensed electrician and electrical permit, the work is a code violation. The consequences can include a
stop-work order if discovered during the project, a requirement to tear up the finish flooring so a Safety Codes
Officer can inspect the heating system (even years after installation), and fines under Alberta's Safety Codes Act

that can reach several thousand dollars for unpermitted electrical work.
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The more severe consequence of unpermitted electrical work is the insurance risk. If an unpermitted heated floor
system causes an electrical fire, your homeowner's insurance company may deny the claim entirely. House fires
caused by improperly wired radiant heat systems are not theoretical — they occur across Canada when unqualified
individuals make electrical connections. A denied insurance claim on a house fire is a catastrophic financial

outcome that dwarfs the cost of doing the work properly with a permit.

Unpermitted basement developments are the other major risk area. If you finish your basement without permits
— including the flooring installation as part of the overall project — the consequences include the City of Calgary
ordering you to open up walls and ceilings for inspection, potentially requiring you to tear out finished work
(including flooring) to verify code compliance. If the work does not meet code, you must bring it up to standard at
your own expense. For a basement suite, unpermitted work means the suite is illegal, which creates liability issues

with tenants and insurance.

When selling your home, unpermitted work creates significant complications. Calgary real estate transactions
require sellers to disclose known defects and unpermitted work. Home inspectors and buyers' agents routinely
check permit records with the City of Calgary. An unpermitted basement development or heated floor system can
reduce your home's sale price by $10,000-$30,000 as buyers factor in the cost and risk of bringing the work up

to code, or it can kill a sale entirely if the buyer's lender requires permitted work.

The cost of doing it right is modest compared to the risks. An electrical permit for heated flooring costs under
$200 from the City of Calgary. A licensed electrician to wire a single-zone heated bathroom floor runs $400-$800.
Compare that to the cost of tearing up a finished tile floor for inspection ($2,000-$5,000), insurance denial on a fire

claim (potentially hundreds of thousands), or a reduced sale price on your home.

For standard flooring replacement — new LVP, hardwood, carpet, or laminate over an existing subfloor — no
permit is needed, so there is nothing to worry about. But if your project involves electrical, structural, or suite-related
work, get the permits. Find a professional flooring installer who handles permits properly through the Calgary

Construction Network at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.

Calgary Floor Installers — calgaryfloorinstallers.com — Generated April 5, 2026



Q16
Are Calgary flooring companies required to provide written contracts by law?

Alberta's Consumer Protection Act requires businesses providing services to consumers to meet certain
disclosure and fair-dealing standards, and while it does not mandate a specific written contract format for
every flooring project, a written agreement is strongly recommended and effectively required for your
protection. In practice, any reputable Calgary flooring company will provide a written contract or detailed written

guote as standard business practice.

Alberta’'s Consumer Protection Act (CPA) and the associated Fair Trading Act establish rules for consumer
transactions including home renovation services. The legislation addresses unfair business practices, requires
accurate representations about the services being provided, and gives consumers remedies when businesses fail
to deliver what was agreed upon. For direct sales (where a salesperson comes to your home to sell flooring), the
CPA specifically requires a written contract and provides a 10-day cooling-off period during which you can
cancel without penalty. This applies to in-home flooring sales consultations where you sign a purchase agreement

at your kitchen table — a common sales model for carpet and flooring companies in Calgary.

Even when the law does not explicitly require a written contract for a particular transaction type, operating without
one is extremely risky for both parties. Flooring projects involve significant money — a typical Calgary whole-
home flooring project runs $6,000-$25,000 — and verbal agreements are nearly impossible to enforce when

disputes arise about scope, materials, timelines, or quality.
What a proper Calgary flooring contract should include:

The contract should specify the exact flooring product — brand, model name, colour, and thickness — not just a
generic description like "vinyl plank." It should include the total square footage being installed, the price per
square foot (materials and labour broken out separately), and the total project cost including all additional
charges for removal of old flooring, subfloor preparation, transitions, trim, furniture moving, and disposal. The start
date and estimated completion date should be stated, along with the payment schedule — never pay 100%
upfront. A reasonable payment structure is 10-25% deposit, progress payments tied to milestones, and final

payment upon completion and your satisfaction.

The contract should specify the workmanship warranty — duration, what is covered, and how warranty claims are
handled. It should include the installer's business name, address, phone number, WCB Alberta account status,
and liability insurance carrier. A clause addressing change orders — how changes to the original scope are
handled and priced — prevents disputes when surprises arise (subfloor damage, moisture issues, or layout

changes).
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Red flags in Calgary flooring contracts: Be wary of contracts with vague material descriptions, no warranty
terms, full payment required upfront, no business address, or handwritten estimates on blank paper. Also watch for
contracts that disclaim responsibility for subfloor conditions without inspecting the subfloor first — a professional

installer assesses the subfloor before quoting.

A written contract protects you and gives you legal recourse through Alberta's consumer protection framework if
things go wrong. Find professional flooring companies through the Calgary Construction Network directory at
calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring — established companies provide proper documentation

as standard practice.

Q17
What does the Alberta New Home Warranty cover for flooring defects?

The Alberta New Home Warranty Program (ANHWP) provides coverage for flooring defects in newly built
Calgary homes, with different warranty periods depending on the type of defect — one year for materials
and labour, two years for delivery and distribution systems, five years for building envelope, and ten years
for structural defects. Understanding which flooring issues fall under which coverage period helps you file timely
claims.

The ANHWP is mandatory for all new home builders in Alberta. Every new home built by a licensed builder must be
enrolled in an approved warranty program before construction begins. The warranty is attached to the home, not

the builder, meaning it transfers automatically if you sell the home during the warranty period.

Year 1 — Materials and Labour Warranty: This covers defects in materials and workmanship for the first year
after possession. For flooring, this includes: improperly installed hardwood that squeaks, gaps, or cups beyond
normal seasonal movement; tile with cracked grout, lippage, or hollow spots from inadequate thinset coverage;
carpet that buckles, wrinkles, or shows premature wear at seams; LVP or laminate with clicking joints, peaking, or
separation; and finish defects like peeling polyurethane on hardwood. Most flooring defect claims fall within this

one-year period, so inspect your floors thoroughly in the first 12 months and document any issues.

It is important to understand what constitutes a defect versus normal behaviour in Calgary's climate. Some
gapping in solid or engineered hardwood during Calgary's extremely dry winter months (when indoor humidity
drops to 15-20%) is considered normal seasonal movement, not a defect. If the gaps close when humidity
returns in spring, the warranty likely does not cover them. However, persistent gapping that does not close
seasonally, cupping that remains year-round, or buckling at any time are defects that should be claimed. Similarly,

minor grout cracking in tile over concrete slabs — particularly in basements where frost heave causes subtle slab
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movement — may be considered normal settlement rather than a defect, depending on severity.

Year 2 — Delivery and Distribution Systems: This covers defects in systems like plumbing and electrical. For
flooring purposes, this is relevant if you have heated flooring — a radiant heat system that fails within two years of
possession is covered under this provision. If the heating mat or cable malfunctions, the thermostat fails, or the
electrical connections are defective, this warranty covers repair or replacement including any flooring that must be

removed and reinstalled to access the heating system.

Year 5 — Building Envelope: This covers defects in the building envelope that allow water penetration. If a
foundation defect allows moisture to migrate through the basement slab and damages your basement flooring, this
coverage may apply. This is particularly relevant in Calgary where spring snowmelt and changes in the water table

can expose foundation deficiencies that were not apparent at possession.

Year 10 — Major Structural: This covers major structural defects including foundation issues. If foundation
settlement or frost heave causes significant slab cracking that damages flooring, the structural warranty may cover

the underlying cause (though not necessarily the finish flooring replacement).

Filing a claim: Document flooring defects with dated photos, report them to your builder in writing first, and if
unresolved, file a claim with your warranty provider. The ANHWP has specific timelines for reporting, so do not
delay. For flooring guidance specific to your Calgary home, connect with flooring professionals through the Calgary

Construction Network at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.

Q18

Do | need asbestos testing before removing old flooring in a pre-1990 Calgary
home?

Yes — if your Calgary home was built before 1990, you should have the existing flooring tested for
asbhestos before any removal work begins. This is not just a recommendation — disturbing asbestos-containing
materials without proper abatement is a violation of Alberta Occupational Health & Safety regulations, and the

health consequences of asbestos exposure are severe and irreversible.

Asbestos was commonly used in residential flooring products and adhesives in Canada until the mid-1980s, with
some products remaining in use into the early 1990s. The most common asbestos-containing flooring materials
found in Calgary homes include 9x9-inch vinyl floor tiles (the single most recognizable asbestos flooring product
— if you see 9x9-inch tiles in an older Calgary home, assume they contain asbestos until tested), black mastic

adhesive (the dark, tar-like adhesive used to glue vinyl tiles and sheet flooring to concrete and plywood subfloors),
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sheet vinyl flooring backing (the felt or paper backing on some sheet vinyl products), and vinyl-asbestos tile
(VAT) in various sizes. These materials were used extensively in Calgary homes built during the city's major growth
periods in the 1950s through 1970s.

You cannot identify asbestos by looking at it. The only way to confirm whether a flooring material contains
asbestos is laboratory testing. A qualified asbestos testing company or environmental consultant will take small
samples of the suspected material and send them to an accredited laboratory for analysis. Testing typically costs
$25-$50 per sample, with results available within 3-5 business days, or 24 hours for rush testing at additional
cost. Budget $100-$300 total for a comprehensive floor sampling — a negligible cost compared to the health and

legal risks of untested removal.

If testing confirms asbestos, you must hire a certified asbestos abatement contractor to remove the material.
DIY removal of asbestos-containing flooring is illegal under Alberta OHS regulations and incredibly dangerous.
Asbestos fibres are microscopic — when tiles are broken, scraped, or sanded, they release fibres that lodge in lung
tissue and can cause mesothelioma, asbestosis, and lung cancer decades after exposure. There is no safe level

of asbestos exposure.

Professional asbestos floor tile removal in Calgary typically costs $5-$15 per square foot, depending on the area
size, the number of layers, and the complexity of removal. For a typical 200 square foot kitchen floor, expect

$1,000-%$3,000 for abatement plus disposal fees. The abatement contractor will contain the work area with plastic
sheeting, use HEPA-filtered negative air pressure systems, wet-remove the material to minimize fibre release, and

properly bag and dispose of the waste at an approved Alberta facility.

An alternative to removal is encapsulation. If the asbestos tiles are in good condition (not cracked, crumbling, or
deteriorating), you may be able to install new flooring directly over them rather than removing them. This is a
common and code-acceptable approach in Calgary — laying LVP, engineered hardwood, or new tile over intact
asbestos tiles encapsulates the asbestos and avoids the cost and risk of removal. Discuss this option with your
flooring installer, as it adds height to the finished floor (which affects door clearances and transitions) but can save
$1,000-$3,000+ in abatement costs.

For any flooring project in a pre-1990 Calgary home, test first. Find flooring professionals familiar with asbestos
considerations through the Calgary Construction Network at

calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.
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Q19

What are the accessibility flooring requirements for Calgary commercial
spaces?

Calgary commercial spaces must meet accessibility flooring requirements under the Alberta Building
Code, the National Building Code of Canada's accessibility provisions, and the City of Calgary's Access
Design Standards. These requirements address slip resistance, level changes, colour contrast, and surface
texture to ensure spaces are safely navigable by people with mobility impairments, vision impairments, and those

using wheelchairs, walkers, and other mobility devices.

The Alberta Building Code requires that barrier-free paths of travel in commercial buildings have firm, stable,
and slip-resistant floor surfaces. This is the foundational requirement — flooring along any accessible route must
not shift underfoot, must not have a surface that impedes wheelchair movement, and must provide adequate
traction when wet or dry. Materials that meet this requirement include porcelain tile with a minimum slip
resistance rating of R10 or higher (DCOF — Dynamic Coefficient of Friction — of 0.42 or greater for level
surfaces and 0.60 or greater for ramps), commercial LVP with textured surfaces, polished concrete with slip-

resistant sealers, and commercial-grade carpet with low, dense pile and firm backing.

Level changes and transitions are strictly regulated. The barrier-free path of travel must be level or ramped —
abrupt level changes exceeding 13mm are not permitted without a ramp or bevelled transition. This directly affects
flooring installation: when different flooring materials meet (tile to carpet, hardwood to LVP), the transition must be
flush or bevelled at a maximum 1:2 slope so wheelchair wheels and walker legs do not catch. Standard metal
transition strips with sharp edges or significant height differences are not acceptable on accessible routes. Ramped

reducer strips or flush T-moldings must be used at every material transition.

The City of Calgary Access Design Standards go beyond the Alberta Building Code in some areas. Calgary
requires that accessible entrances have slip-resistant flooring extending from the exterior entrance to the interior
barrier-free path, with particular attention to the transition zone where snow, water, and salt are tracked in during
Calgary's long winter. This entrance zone should use flooring with higher slip resistance ratings — porcelain tile
with DCOF 0.60 or greater is recommended — and should include walk-off mats or grates recessed flush with the

finished floor to remove moisture and debris from shoes and wheels.

Colour contrast requirements affect flooring choices at key locations. The Alberta Building Code requires visually
contrasting surfaces at the top and bottom of stairs, at level changes, and at the edges of ramps. A common
approach is using a contrasting colour strip of tile or LVP (such as bright yellow tactile indicators or a dark strip
against light flooring) to warn of the change in level. This contrast must be maintained even when the flooring is

wet — some materials lose their visual contrast when wet, which creates a compliance issue.
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Cost considerations for accessible commercial flooring in Calgary are moderate. Commercial-grade porcelain
tile meeting accessibility requirements runs $10-$30 per square foot installed. Commercial LVP with appropriate
slip ratings is $6—$12 per square foot installed. Tactile warning indicators (truncated domes) at stairways and
ramps add $50-$150 per location. Flush-mounted transitions cost more than standard reducers but are required

on accessible routes.

For commercial flooring projects requiring accessibility compliance in Calgary, working with an experienced installer
is essential. Find commercial flooring contractors through the Calgary Construction Network at

calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.

Q20
Does renovating flooring in a Calgary heritage home require special approvals?

If your Calgary home is on the City of Calgary's Inventory of Evaluated Historic Resources or is a
designated Municipal Historic Resource, renovating the flooring may require special approvals —
particularly if the work involves changes visible from the exterior or alterations to character-defining
elements of the home's interior. For most heritage homes, interior flooring changes do not trigger formal heritage

review, but there are important exceptions.

Calgary's heritage protection framework has two main levels. Homes listed on the Inventory of Evaluated Historic
Resources are identified as having heritage significance, but listing alone does not impose legal restrictions on
interior renovations. However, if the homeowner has accepted a heritage incentive (such as property tax relief or a
conservation grant), there may be conditions attached that restrict alterations to heritage character-defining

elements, which could include original flooring.

Designated Municipal Historic Resources have the strongest protection. A home that has been formally
designated under Alberta's Historical Resources Act has legal restrictions on alterations that affect its heritage
character. For a designated home, any alteration to a character-defining element requires approval from the City
of Calgary's Heritage Planning department. If the original hardwood flooring, tile work, or other flooring is identified
as a character-defining element in the designation documents (the Statement of Significance), replacing or

significantly altering that flooring requires heritage review and approval.

In practice, most heritage flooring renovations in Calgary involve one of these scenarios: Refinishing original
hardwood floors — this is generally encouraged and supported by heritage planners because it preserves the

original material while restoring its appearance. Sanding and refinishing a 100-year-old fir or oak floor in a heritage
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Calgary home costs $3-$6 per square foot and is one of the best investments in preserving a heritage home's
character. Replacing damaged sections of original flooring with matching material — heritage planners generally
approve in-kind replacement, meaning you can replace damaged hardwood planks with the same species,
dimension, and finish. Finding matching material for century-old fir or birch planks may require specialty suppliers.
Replacing flooring in non-significant areas — if the flooring in a kitchen or bathroom is not identified as character-

defining, you have more flexibility in choosing replacement materials.

What heritage planners typically discourage or restrict: Removing original hardwood to install modern flooring
(LVP, laminate, or tile) in character-defining rooms, altering floor levels that would affect heritage millwork,
baseboards, or door frames, and installing flooring that is visually incompatible with the home's period and style.
However, installing new flooring over original flooring (preserving the original underneath) is sometimes an
acceptable compromise — laying LVP over original hardwood in a kitchen, for example, protects the original

material while providing a modern, practical surface.

Calgary has several heritage neighbourhoods with concentrations of historic homes, including Inglewood,
Ramsay, Cliff Bungalow-Mission, Mount Royal, Elbow Park, and areas of Hillhurst-Sunnyside. If your home is
in one of these areas and was built before 1945, check its status on the City of Calgary's heritage inventory before

planning major flooring changes.

For refinishing or restoring heritage flooring, hire an installer experienced with older homes — century-old
subfloors, original plank floors, and heritage materials require different handling than modern construction. Connect
with experienced flooring professionals through the Calgary Construction Network at

calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=flooring.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Calgary Floor Installers. It does not constitute professional
advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any flooring project.
Information is current as of April 5, 2026 and may change. Visit calgaryfloorinstallers.com for the latest answers.
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