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How much does it cost to install Berber carpet in a Calgary basement rec room?

Berber carpet installation in a Calgary basement rec room typically costs $4-7 per square foot installed,
including mid-grade carpet, quality padding, and professional installation. For an average 400-500 square
foot basement rec room, expect to budget $1,600-$3,500 total.

Berber carpet pricing breaks down as follows: The carpet itself runs $2-4 per square foot for quality residential
Berber in popular neutral colors like beige, grey, or brown. Professional installation adds $1.50-2.50 per square
foot, and quality padding (essential for comfort and longevity) adds another $1-1.50 per square foot. Higher-end
wool Berber can push material costs to $5-6 per square foot, while budget olefin Berber starts around $1.50 per
square foot.

Berber is an excellent choice for Calgary basement rec rooms because its tight loop construction resists
crushing and wear from foot traffic, gaming chairs, and exercise equipment. The textured surface hides dirt and pet
hair better than cut pile carpets, which matters in basement spaces that see heavy family use. Calgary's dry climate
actually favors carpet installations — there's less risk of mold and mildew compared to humid regions, making

basement carpet more viable here than in many other Canadian cities.

Basement-specific installation considerations add to the cost but are non-negotiable. A moisture barrier over
the concrete slab is essential, even in Calgary's dry climate, to prevent musty odors and protect the carpet backing.
Quality padding rated for below-grade installation costs more than standard padding but provides crucial insulation
from the cold concrete slab — a major comfort factor during Calgary's long winters when basement floors stay cold
from October through April. Proper ventilation and a dehumidifier may be recommended to maintain optimal
conditions.

Additional costs to budget include old flooring removal ($1-2 per square foot if removing existing carpet or other
flooring), furniture moving ($150-300 for a typical rec room), and trim work around built-ins or wet bars ($3-6 per
linear foot). If the concrete slab has significant cracks or unevenness, patching and leveling can add $2-4 per

square foot to the project.

Professional installation is strongly recommended for basement carpet because proper moisture barrier
placement, seaming in tight spaces around support posts, and stretching over concrete require experience. Poor

installation leads to premature wear, wrinkles, and moisture problems that are expensive to fix.

Need help finding a flooring installer? Calgary Floor Installers can match you with local carpet specialists who

understand basement installations and Calgary's unique climate conditions.
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How much does commercial-grade carpet cost for a Calgary home gym or
playroom?

Commercial-grade carpet for a Calgary home gym or playroom typically costs $4-12 per square foot
installed, with most homeowners spending $6-8/sqft for quality commercial carpet that can handle heavy use and

equipment.

Commercial carpet is an excellent choice for home gyms and playrooms because it's engineered for durability, stain
resistance, and heavy traffic. Unlike residential carpet that might show wear patterns within 2-3 years in a high-use
space, commercial carpet maintains its appearance for 8-12 years even with daily workouts, kids playing, and

exercise equipment.

Material and installation breakdown: The carpet itself runs $2-6/sqft depending on fiber type and construction.
Nylon commercial carpet ($3-5/sqft) offers the best durability and stain resistance for gyms. Polypropylene/olefin
($2-4/sqft) is more budget-friendly and naturally moisture-resistant, making it ideal for basement gyms where

humidity can be higher. Professional installation adds $2-4/sqgft, including high-density commercial padding that's

essential for supporting heavy equipment and providing cushioning for floor exercises.

Calgary-specific considerations make commercial carpet particularly smart for basement gyms and playrooms.
Calgary's dry climate actually works in carpet's favor — there's less risk of mold and mildew than in humid climates,
and static electricity (common with synthetic carpets in dry conditions) can be managed with anti-static treatments.
Many Calgary homes have basement recreation spaces that benefit from carpet's warmth underfoot during our long
winters. Commercial carpet's dense construction also provides better sound absorption than residential carpet,

which matters in Calgary's closely-built neighborhoods and condos.

Popular options for Calgary home gyms: Loop pile commercial carpet ($4-7/sgft installed) is virtually
indestructible and hides dirt well, though it can be rough on bare skin during floor exercises. Cut pile commercial
carpet ($5-9/sqft installed) is softer for yoga and stretching but shows footprints more readily. Carpet tiles ($6-
12/sqft installed) are increasingly popular because individual tiles can be replaced if damaged by equipment or

stained, and they're easier to install around built-in equipment.

Installation requirements: Commercial carpet needs high-quality padding rated for commercial use — typically 6-
8 Ib density compared to 3-4 Ib residential padding. The subfloor must be perfectly smooth since commercial carpet
is thinner than residential and telegraphs imperfections more readily. In Calgary basements, a moisture barrier
under the padding is recommended even though commercial carpet handles moisture better than residential

grades.
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Budget for a typical Calgary home gym: A 200-300 sqft basement gym runs $1,200-$3,600 installed with
commercial carpet. A 400 sqft playroom costs $1,600-$4,800. These prices include removal of existing flooring,

commercial-grade padding, and professional installation with proper seaming and stretching.

Alternatives to consider: Luxury vinyl plank ($5-9/sqft) offers easier cleaning and equipment mobility but lacks
carpet's cushioning and warmth. Rubber flooring ($6-15/sqft) provides superior impact absorption for heavy weights

but can be cold and hard on joints for floor exercises.

Need help finding a flooring installer experienced with commercial carpet? Calgary Floor Installers can match you

with contractors who specialize in high-performance flooring for home gyms and recreation spaces.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e BOND CONTRACTING & CONSTRUCTION INC

e Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

Wise Abatement

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

View all contractors ?

How much does carpet installation cost per room in Calgary?

Carpet installation in Calgary typically costs between $500 and $1,800 per room, depending on the room
size, carpet quality, and underpad selection. For a standard 12x12-foot bedroom (144 square feet), you can
expect to pay $430 to $1,150 all-in, while a larger living room or master bedroom in the 200 to 300 square foot

range will run $600 to $1,800 or more with premium materials.

The total cost breaks down into three main components: the carpet itself, the underpad, and the installation labour.
Carpet material in Calgary ranges from $1.50 to $5.00 per square foot for residential grades, with budget polyester
at the low end and premium nylon or wool at the top. Underpad adds $1.00 to $2.00 per square foot, and this is
one area where cutting corners costs you dearly — cheap underpad compresses within a year or two, making your

carpet feel flat, wear unevenly, and lose its insulating properties. In Calgary's cold winters, quality 8-pound density
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foam or rubber underpad makes a noticeable difference in warmth and comfort underfoot. Installation labour in
the Calgary market runs $0.75 to $1.50 per square foot for straightforward rooms, with stairs, closets, and complex

layouts costing more due to the additional cutting, seaming, and stretching required.

For a typical Calgary bungalow with three bedrooms totalling roughly 400 square feet of carpet, a mid-range
installation using quality nylon carpet and 8-pound underpad will run approximately $2,400 to $3,200 including
removal and disposal of the old carpet. If you are carpeting an entire basement development of 600 to 800 square
feet, expect $2,400 to $5,600 depending on material selection. Old carpet removal typically adds $1.00 to $1.50 per
square foot if the installer handles it, and some Calgary carpet companies include removal in their quoted price

while others charge separately — always confirm what is included before signing.

Timing your purchase can save money. Many Calgary flooring retailers run significant sales in January and
February (post-holiday clearance) and again in late summer. Buying remnants — leftover rolls from larger jobs —
can save 30 to 50 percent on material if the size and colour work for your space. Calgary's flooring market is
moderate by Canadian standards, running roughly 10 to 20 percent below Toronto and Vancouver pricing for

comparable materials and labour.

If you are budgeting for a carpet project, get at least three written quotes that itemize material, underpad, labour,
removal, and any extras like furniture moving ($200 to $400 for a full room) and transition strips ($3 to $8 per linear
foot). Calgary Floor Installers can match you with local carpet professionals for free estimates through the Calgary

Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Keystone Exteriors

Dealtwith.

Jk Stucco

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd
e G.D.K Drywall LTD.

View all contractors ?
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What carpet type is best for Calgary bedrooms with dry static-prone air?

Nylon carpet with built-in static-dissipative treatment is the best choice for Calgary bedrooms, where
indoor humidity regularly drops to 15 to 20 percent through the winter months and static shocks become a
daily nuisance. Calgary's extreme winter dryness creates far more static buildup than most Canadian cities, and

choosing the right carpet fibre and backing makes a real difference in comfort from November through March.

Nylon is the top recommendation for several reasons. Modern nylon carpets from manufacturers like Mohawk,
Shaw, and Beaulieu are engineered with permanent anti-static properties woven into the fibre itself — not just a
topical spray that wears off after a few months of foot traffic. Look for carpets labelled with a static rating below 3.5
kilovolts, which is the threshold where most people start feeling shocks. Premium nylon lines like Mohawk's
SmartStrand (which is actually triexta, a nylon derivative) and Shaw's Anso nylon include lifetime static resistance

guarantees. In Calgary's dry climate, this built-in protection is worth the modest premium over budget polyester.

Polyester carpet is the most static-prone option and generally not ideal for Calgary bedrooms unless treated.
PET polyester generates more static charge than nylon under low-humidity conditions, and the topical anti-static
treatments applied to cheaper polyester carpets wear off within 6 to 12 months of regular use. If budget is tight and

polyester is the only option, pair it with a humidifier and anti-static spray as maintenance measures.

Wool carpet is naturally static-resistant because wool fibres absorb and release moisture from the air,
maintaining a micro-layer of humidity that dissipates static charge. In Calgary's dry winter air, wool still performs
better than untreated synthetics for static control, though it will not eliminate shocks entirely when indoor humidity

drops below 20 percent. Wool runs $8 to $15 per square foot versus $2 to $5 for nylon, so it is a premium choice.

Beyond carpet selection, managing your indoor humidity is the single most effective way to reduce static in a
Calgary home. A whole-home humidifier maintaining 35 to 45 percent relative humidity through the heating season
dramatically reduces static on any carpet type. Portable room humidifiers help but are less consistent. Anti-static
sprays applied to carpet every few weeks provide temporary relief, and wearing leather-soled shoes or slippers

instead of rubber-soled footwear also reduces charge buildup.

For Calgary bedrooms specifically, a mid-grade nylon carpet in the $3 to $5 per square foot range with quality 8-
pound underpad provides the best balance of static resistance, durability, and comfort. Browse flooring installers in
your area through the Calgary Construction Network directory to get quotes on anti-static carpet options suited to

Calgary's climate.
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

G.D.K Drywall LTD.

Greenstone landscaping solutions

Canadian Closet

New Earth Waste Services Ltd

Besademolition

View all contractors ?

Should I carpet or use LVP in my Calgary basement bedrooms?

For Calgary basement bedrooms, LVP (luxury vinyl plank) is the safer long-term choice due to moisture
concerns, but carpet offers superior warmth and comfort underfoot — the right answer depends on your
basement's moisture history and your priorities. Both are excellent basement-grade options, and either can

work well when installed correctly with proper moisture management.

LVP is the more practical choice for most Calgary basements. It is 100 percent waterproof, so if your basement
ever experiences a sump pump failure, water heater leak, or foundation seepage — all common in Calgary where
spring snowmelt and heavy summer storms regularly test basement waterproofing — LVP will survive without
damage. You pull up the baseboards, let the subfloor dry, and the LVP goes right back down. Carpet in the same
situation is typically a total loss, requiring complete removal, subfloor drying and treatment, and full replacement at
$3 to $8 per square foot. SPC-core LVP ($4 to $9 per square foot installed) is the preferred type for Calgary
basements because the rigid stone polymer core handles temperature fluctuations from the cold concrete slab
better than the softer WPC core. With a quality cork-backed LVP, the floor feels reasonably warm underfoot even

over an unheated concrete slab.

Carpet's biggest advantage is warmth and softness, which matters in a basement bedroom where you step out
of bed onto a surface that sits directly over Calgary's cold concrete slab — a slab that stays cool year-round and
genuinely cold from October through April. Carpet with quality 8-pound density underpad provides significantly
better thermal insulation than LVP, and that soft, warm feel makes a real difference in a bedroom. Carpet in Calgary

basement bedrooms typically runs $3 to $8 per square foot installed including underpad.
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If you choose carpet for basement bedrooms, take these precautions. First, do a moisture test on the concrete
slab — a calcium chloride test or relative humidity probe test will tell you whether moisture vapour emission is within
safe limits (under 3 pounds per 1,000 square feet per 24 hours). If it is above that threshold, you need a moisture
barrier or a dimpled subfloor membrane like Delta-FL before any flooring goes down. Second, use a synthetic
carpet fibre (nylon or polyester) rather than wool — synthetics resist mould and mildew better in the slightly
elevated humidity of a below-grade space. Third, invest in a moisture-barrier underpad specifically rated for

concrete slab installation.

If you choose LVP for basement bedrooms, the floor will feel harder and cooler than carpet. You can mitigate
this with area rugs beside the bed and at doorways. Cork-backed LVP or a separate cork underlayment adds
warmth and softness. A heated floor mat under the LVP is another option, though electric radiant heat requires an

electrical permit and inspection by a Safety Codes Officer in Alberta.

Many Calgary homeowners compromise by installing LVP in the main basement areas (recreation room, hallway,
bathroom) and carpet in the basement bedrooms only. This gives you the waterproof practicality where spills and
moisture are most likely, and the warmth and comfort where it matters most for sleeping. Need help deciding?
Calgary Floor Installers can connect you with local professionals who will assess your basement conditions and

provide a free estimate.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

One OAK Flooring

Mike’s Restoration Service

Venkor Group Inc

Allure Residential & Commercial inc

View all contractors ?

How much does it cost to carpet a full Calgary basement development?

Carpeting a full Calgary basement development typically costs between $2,400 and $6,400, depending on

the finished area, carpet quality, and whether old flooring needs removal. A standard Calgary basement
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development ranges from 600 to 800 square feet of finished floor space, and carpet installed over concrete slab at

mid-range quality runs $4 to $8 per square foot all-in.

Here is how the costs break down for a typical 700-square-foot Calgary basement. Budget carpet (polyester,
builder-grade) with standard 6-pound underpad runs approximately $3 to $5 per square foot installed, putting the
total at $2,100 to $3,500. This is common in rental properties and starter homes where durability and longevity are
secondary to keeping costs down. Mid-range carpet (quality nylon like Shaw or Mohawk residential lines) with 8-
pound density underpad runs $5 to $7 per square foot installed, totalling $3,500 to $4,900. This is the sweet spot
for most Calgary homeowners — good wear resistance, comfortable underfoot, and a 10 to 15 year lifespan with
proper maintenance. Premium carpet (high-end nylon or wool) with premium rubber underpad runs $7 to $9 per
square foot installed, totalling $4,900 to $6,300. This tier offers superior stain resistance, softness, and longevity for

homeowners who want their basement to feel as comfortable as the main floor.

Additional costs that affect the final number include old flooring removal at $1 to $3 per square foot (vinyl tile
and glued-down carpet cost more to remove than standard carpet), furniture moving at $200 to $400, transition
strips between carpet and other flooring types at $3 to $8 per linear foot, and stairs if the basement staircase is
being carpeted ($15 to $25 per step, with most Calgary basements having 12 to 14 steps adding $180 to $350). If
the concrete slab requires levelling with self-levelling compound, add $2 to $4 per square foot for the affected

areas.

Moisture management is the critical extra cost that many homeowners overlook. A moisture barrier underpad
rated for concrete slab installation is essential in Calgary basements and costs $0.50 to $1.50 more per square foot
than standard underpad. Some installers use a separate 6-mil polyethylene vapour barrier under the underpad.
Skipping moisture protection in a Calgary basement is a recipe for musty odours, mould growth under the carpet,
and premature replacement. Calgary's freeze-thaw cycles and spring snowmelt push moisture through basement

slabs more aggressively than many homeowners realize.

Timing can affect pricing. January and February often bring clearance sales at Calgary flooring retailers, and late
summer sales before the fall renovation rush are another opportunity. Getting three written quotes that itemize
material, underpad, labour, moisture barrier, removal, and transitions ensures you are comparing apples to apples.
Calgary Floor Installers can match you with basement carpet professionals for free estimates through the Calgary

Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services
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Jk Stucco

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

Canadian Closet

Keystone Exteriors

View all contractors ?
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What carpet pile height works best for Calgary homes with forced air heating?

A medium pile height between 10 and 15 millimetres (roughly 3/8 to 5/8 of an inch) works best for Calgary
homes with forced-air heating systems, striking the ideal balance between warmth, air flow, and long-term
performance. Very high pile traps dust and restricts airflow around floor registers, while very low pile provides less
insulation on Calgary's cold winter floors.

Forced-air heating is by far the most common heating system in Calgary homes, and the interaction between carpet
and floor registers is something many homeowners do not consider. High pile carpet (over 20mm or 3/4 inch)
can obstruct airflow from floor registers if the carpet edge encroaches into the register opening, and the tall fibres
act as a filter that traps dust, pet dander, and the fine particulate that Calgary's chinook winds bring into homes.
This trapped debris gets recirculated every time the furnace kicks on, reducing indoor air quality. High pile also
mats down faster in high-traffic areas and is harder to vacuum thoroughly — the vacuum cannot reach the base of

the fibre where dust and allergens settle.

Medium pile (10 to 15mm) provides excellent thermal insulation over cold subfloors without the airflow and
maintenance issues of high pile. In Calgary, where basement slabs and main-floor subfloors over unheated
crawlspaces get genuinely cold from October through April, that insulating layer matters. A medium-pile nylon
carpet with quality 8-pound underpad can make a room feel noticeably warmer than hard flooring, reducing heating

costs slightly by keeping feet comfortable at lower thermostat settings.

Low pile and loop pile (under 10mm) are the easiest to maintain and the best choice for high-traffic hallways and
stairs. Berber-style loop pile is extremely durable and vacuums easily, but it provides less cushioning and insulation
than cut pile at the same height. In Calgary's dry climate, low pile generates slightly less static than high pile
because there is less fibre surface area for charge buildup — a minor but real benefit when indoor humidity drops to
15 to 20 percent in winter.

Pile density matters as much as pile height. A dense, tightly packed medium-pile carpet outperforms a loosely
constructed high-pile carpet in every measurable way — durability, stain resistance, appearance retention, and
ease of cleaning. When shopping, bend a carpet sample back on itself and look at how much backing you can see

between the tufts. Less visible backing means higher density and better long-term performance.

For Calgary specifically, also consider that forced-air systems distribute dry air throughout the home in winter,
and carpet acts as a humidity buffer by absorbing and releasing small amounts of moisture. This is generally
beneficial in Calgary's dry climate, but it means that carpet can develop a musty smell if installed in a basement
with elevated slab moisture — proper moisture barriers and underpad rated for concrete installation are essential. If

you need help selecting the right carpet for your Calgary home's heating system, browse flooring professionals in
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the Calgary Construction Network directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e Jk Stucco

Home Style Supplies

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

Amar Homes Inc

Eshine Cleaning Services

View all contractors ?

Is wool carpet worth the extra price in a dry Calgary climate?

Wool carpet offers genuine advantages in Calgary's dry climate — natural static resistance, superior
moisture regulation, and exceptional durability — but at $8 to $15 per square foot installed versus $3 to $7
for quality synthetic, it is a premium investment that makes the most sense in living rooms, master
bedrooms, and formal spaces where you will appreciate the difference daily. For basements, kids' rooms, and

high-traffic hallways, quality nylon delivers 80 percent of wool's performance at half the price.

Wool's natural moisture management is its biggest advantage in Calgary. Wool fibres can absorb up to 30
percent of their weight in moisture without feeling damp, then slowly release it back into the air. In Calgary, where
indoor relative humidity drops to 15 to 20 percent for months at a time, this buffering effect provides a subtle but
real improvement in comfort. It also makes wool naturally resistant to static electricity — wool maintains a thin
moisture layer on its fibres that dissipates electrical charge, which is why wool carpet generates far fewer static

shocks than polyester or untreated nylon during Calgary's dry winter months.

Durability is wool's other standout quality. Wool fibres are naturally resilient — they spring back to their original
shape after compression, which means wool carpet resists matting and crushing in high-traffic areas far better than
polyester and comparably to premium nylon. A quality wool carpet in a Calgary living room can last 20 to 25 years
with proper maintenance, versus 10 to 15 years for mid-grade nylon and 7 to 10 years for polyester. Wool is also

naturally flame-resistant and does not melt or emit toxic fumes when exposed to heat, unlike synthetic fibres.
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The downsides are real and worth considering. Wool stains more easily than modern stain-treated nylon —
wine, coffee, and pet accidents need immediate attention. Wool is also susceptible to moth damage, though this is
less of a concern in Calgary's dry climate than in humid coastal cities. Professional cleaning is recommended
annually for wool carpet, at $0.25 to $0.50 per square foot, and wool requires gentler cleaning methods than
synthetics — harsh chemicals can damage the fibres. Wool carpet is not recommended for basements because of

mould susceptibility in the higher-moisture below-grade environment.

For Calgary homeowners weighing the decision, consider where the carpet will go. In a master bedroom or
formal living room where you spend significant time, the softness, static resistance, and natural feel of wool is
genuinely noticeable and enjoyable — and at $8 to $15 per square foot installed over a 200-square-foot bedroom,
the premium over nylon is roughly $1,000 to $1,600. For a basement development, kids' play area, or rental
property, quality nylon at $4 to $7 per square foot installed with anti-static treatment delivers excellent value and far
better stain resistance.

If you are considering wool carpet for your Calgary home, get quotes from installers experienced with wool — it
requires different handling during installation and stretching than synthetics. Calgary Floor Installers can connect

you with carpet professionals through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Greenstone landscaping solutions

Makki Abatement

Besademolition

Royland Stucco

Premium Built Structures

View all contractors ?

How often should | replace carpet in a Calgary home with chinook dust and
allergens?

Plan to replace carpet every 8 to 12 years in a typical Calgary home, though chinook-driven dust, pets, and

high-traffic areas can shorten that to 5to 8 years in heavily used spaces. Calgary's unique combination of dry

Calgary Floor Installers — calgaryfloorinstallers.com — Generated April 5, 2026



air, chinook wind dust, and road sand tracked in through long winters puts more wear on carpet than most
Canadian cities, and knowing when replacement is overdue versus when deep cleaning can extend the life saves

you from spending prematurely.

Chinook winds are a significant factor in carpet wear and indoor air quality. When a chinook rolls in, the rapid
temperature swing stirs up dust, soil particles, and fine sand from Calgary's streets and construction sites. This
particulate enters homes through windows, doors, and HVAC systems, settling deep into carpet fibres where
regular vacuuming cannot reach. Over years, this embedded grit acts like sandpaper on the carpet fibres every time
someone walks across the floor, accelerating wear in traffic paths. Calgary homes near major roads, construction
zones, or open prairie (common on the city's edges in communities like Airdrie, Cochrane, and the southeast

developments) accumulate dust faster.

Signs that your Calgary carpet needs replacement rather than cleaning include matting and crushing in traffic
paths that does not recover after professional stretching, visible wear through to the backing, persistent odours that
survive professional hot water extraction cleaning, visible staining that no longer responds to treatment, and
noticeable worsening of allergy symptoms despite regular vacuuming and cleaning. Calgary's dry climate is actually
favourable for carpet in one respect — mould and mildew are far less likely than in humid cities like Toronto or

Vancouver, so moisture-related carpet failure is uncommon on main floors.

To maximize carpet lifespan in Calgary, professional hot water extraction cleaning every 12 to 18 months is
strongly recommended. This costs $150 to $400 depending on the area cleaned and removes the embedded grit
and allergens that regular vacuuming misses. Vacuum high-traffic areas two to three times per week with a HEPA-
filter vacuum, which is especially important during chinook season (typically November through March) when dust
levels spike. Place quality doormats at all entries — Calgary's road sand and gravel tracked in on winter boots is
one of the biggest carpet killers. Consider a no-shoes policy indoors, which is already common in many Calgary

homes.

For allergy sufferers specifically, carpet acts as a reservoir for allergens including dust mites, pet dander, pollen,
and the fine particulate that chinooks bring indoors. While regular cleaning reduces allergen levels, older carpet that
has accumulated years of embedded debris can become a chronic irritant. If family members experience worsening
allergies, replacing carpet older than 8 years — or switching to hard flooring like LVP ($4 to $9 per square foot
installed) in main living areas — can make a meaningful difference. Many Calgary families compromise by keeping
carpet in bedrooms for warmth and comfort while switching high-traffic living areas to hard flooring that is easier to

keep allergen-free.

If your carpet is showing its age, get a professional assessment before committing to replacement — sometimes a
deep clean and re-stretching can buy another two to three years. Browse flooring professionals through the Calgary

Construction Network directory for free estimates on carpet replacement or cleaning.
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Dealtwith.

e Durable Decks

e G.D.K Drywall LTD.

e Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

e Radon Lab

View all contractors ?
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Q10
What is the cost to remove old carpet and install new in a Calgary bungalow?

Removing old carpet and installing new throughout a typical Calgary bungalow costs between $4,500 and
$10,000, depending on the bungalow's size, carpet quality selected, and the condition of the subfloor
underneath. A standard Calgary bungalow has 900 to 1,200 square feet of carpet-eligible floor space on the main

level, not counting kitchen, bathrooms, or entryway tile.

Here is a realistic cost breakdown for a 1,000-square-foot Calgary bungalow main floor. Old carpet removal and
disposal runs $1.00 to $1.50 per square foot, or $1,000 to $1,500 for the full main floor. This includes pulling up the
old carpet and underpad, removing tack strips if they are damaged, and hauling everything to the landfill. Some
Calgary carpet installers include removal in their installation quote, while others charge separately — always
confirm upfront. If you handle removal yourself, you save $500 to $1,000, and the City of Calgary landfill accepts

carpet at standard disposal rates.

New carpet material ranges from $1.50 to $5.00 per square foot depending on quality. For a bungalow main floor
that gets moderate to heavy foot traffic, a mid-grade nylon in the $2.50 to $4.00 range is the smart choice — it
offers excellent wear resistance, stain treatment, and a 10 to 15 year lifespan. Polyester at $1.50 to $2.50 saves
money upfront but mats and crushes faster in traffic paths. Quality underpad at $1.00 to $2.00 per square foot is
essential — 8-pound density foam or rubber underpad provides noticeably better comfort, insulation, and carpet
longevity than the 6-pound builder grade. In Calgary's cold climate, where main-floor subfloors over unheated
crawlspaces can feel chilly, good underpad makes a genuine difference. Installation labour in the Calgary market
runs $0.75 to $1.50 per square foot for standard rooms, with stairs adding $15 to $25 per step.

Total cost summary for a 1,000-square-foot bungalow main floor:

Budget tier (polyester carpet, standard underpad): $3,500 to $5,000 including removal. Mid-range (nylon carpet,
8-pound underpad): $5,000 to $7,500 including removal. Premium (high-end nylon or wool, rubber underpad):
$7,500 to $10,000 including removal.

Subfloor condition is the wildcard. When old carpet comes up in a Calgary bungalow — especially one built in
the 1960s through 1980s — the subfloor may reveal problems: squeaky plywood that needs re-screwing, water
damage near bathrooms or exterior walls, uneven spots from settling, or in homes built before 1985, old vinyl tile or
black mastic adhesive underneath that may contain asbestos and requires professional testing before disturbance.
Subfloor repairs add $2 to $6 per square foot for affected areas. Self-levelling compound for minor dips and humps

runs $2 to $4 per square foot.
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Furniture moving adds $200 to $600 if the installer handles it. Many Calgary homeowners move furniture
themselves to save this cost. Transition strips between carpet and other flooring at doorways run $3 to $8 per linear
foot installed. Get at least three itemized quotes to compare — Calgary Floor Installers can match you with local

carpet professionals for free estimates through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Makki Abatement

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

G.D.K Drywall LTD.

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

Amar Homes Inc

View all contractors ?

Q11
Can I install carpet on stairs myself or do | need a professional in Calgary?

Stair carpet installation is one of the few carpet jobs that genuinely requires a professional — the
combination of precise cutting, power stretching around bullnoses, tight tucking into each tread-riser
junction, and the safety implications of a loose or poorly secured stair carpet make this a poor DIY project.
Even experienced DIY renovators who successfully carpet flat rooms often struggle with stairs and end up calling a

professional to redo the work.

Why stairs are fundamentally different from flat rooms. On a flat floor, carpet is stretched across a large area
and held in place by tack strips around the perimeter — the geometry is forgiving, and minor imperfections are
hidden by furniture and baseboards. On stairs, every single step is an individual installation requiring a precise cut
to width, a tight wrap around the bullnose (the rounded front edge of the tread), a clean tuck into the crotch where
the tread meets the riser, and secure fastening to ensure the carpet cannot shift, bunch, or come loose. A carpet
that works loose on stairs is a genuine fall hazard — this is not cosmetic, it is a safety issue, especially in homes

with children or elderly residents.

Professional stair carpet installation in Calgary costs $15 to $25 per step, with most Calgary homes having 12

to 14 steps per flight. That puts a single flight at $180 to $350 for labour, plus the carpet material. A full staircase
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including upper and lower landings typically runs $300 to $600 for installation labour. The carpet material for stairs
adds $100 to $300 depending on quality and whether you are matching existing main-floor carpet or choosing a

different grade. Total cost for a single flight of stairs with mid-range carpet in Calgary: $400 to $800 all-in.

The tools required for proper stair installation include a knee kicker (essential for stretching carpet tight over
each bullnose), a stair tool (a wide chisel-like tool for tucking carpet into the tread-riser junction), a carpet trimmer,
tack strips cut to fit each tread and riser, and a heavy-duty staple gun. While you can rent a knee kicker from a
Calgary tool rental shop for $30 to $50 per day, knowing how to use it effectively on stairs takes experience.

Insufficient stretching results in carpet that wrinkles and bunches at the bullnose within months.

If you are set on DIY, stair carpet runners with finished edges over exposed painted or stained treads are more
forgiving than wall-to-wall stair carpet. Runners can be secured with stair rods (decorative brass or iron bars at
each tread-riser junction) or stapled underneath, and because the edges are factory-finished, you avoid the cutting
and tucking challenges. Runner installation is still more involved than flat-floor carpet, but it is within reach for a

handy homeowner willing to take their time.

For wall-to-wall stair carpet, the professional installation cost is modest enough that the safety and quality benefits
far outweigh the savings of doing it yourself. Find local carpet installers experienced with stairwork through the

Calgary Construction Network directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Mike’'s Restoration Service

Canadian Closet

G.D.K Drywall LTD.

One OAK Flooring

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

View all contractors ?

Q12

How much do Calgary carpet stores charge for underpad and installation?
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Calgary carpet stores typically bundle underpad and installation at $2.00 to $3.50 per square foot on top of
the carpet material cost, though some stores advertise "free installation” that actually rolls the labour cost
into a higher carpet price. Understanding how Calgary retailers structure their pricing helps you compare quotes

accurately and avoid paying more than you should.

Underpad pricing in Calgary ranges from $0.75 to $2.50 per square foot depending on the type and density.
Standard 6-pound density foam underpad — the builder-grade option — runs $0.75 to $1.00 per square foot and is
adequate for low-traffic bedrooms and closets. 8-pound density foam at $1.00 to $1.50 per square foot is the
recommended minimum for living rooms, hallways, and any high-traffic area in a Calgary home. It provides
noticeably better comfort, insulation, and carpet longevity. Premium rubber underpad at $1.50 to $2.50 per
square foot is the top tier — it does not compress or break down over time the way foam does, maintains its
cushioning for the life of the carpet, and provides the best insulation over Calgary's cold subfloors in winter. For
basement installations over concrete slab, a moisture-barrier underpad rated for below-grade use is essential and

runs $1.50 to $2.00 per square foot.

Installation labour from Calgary carpet stores runs $0.75 to $1.50 per square foot for standard rooms. This
covers measuring, cutting, laying tack strips, stretching the carpet with a power stretcher, and trimming at walls and
transitions. Complex layouts with multiple seams, closets, odd angles, and transitions to other flooring types cost
more. Stairs add $15 to $25 per step. Furniture moving, if the store offers it, is typically $200 to $500 extra for a full

home.

Watch for the "free installation" marketing. Several large Calgary carpet retailers advertise free installation with
carpet purchase, which is a common retail tactic where the installation cost is built into the carpet material price. A
store advertising $4.99 per square foot carpet with free installation and included underpad may be offering the
same total value as a store quoting $2.50 per square foot carpet plus $1.25 underpad plus $1.25 installation.
Always ask for an itemized breakdown so you can compare material quality, underpad weight, and total per-square-

foot cost between stores.

Independent carpet installers versus store installers is another consideration. Many Calgary carpet stores
subcontract installation to independent installers, adding a markup. Buying carpet directly and hiring an
independent installer separately sometimes saves 10 to 20 percent, and you get to choose your installer based on
reputation rather than accepting whoever the store dispatches. The trade-off is that store-installed carpet typically
comes with a single warranty covering both material and installation, while buying separately means two separate

warranty relationships.

For a 1,000-square-foot Calgary home, underpad and installation together typically add $2,000 to $3,500 on top of
the carpet material. Getting quotes from multiple sources — both stores and independent installers — gives you

leverage. Calgary Floor Installers can match you with local carpet professionals for free through the Calgary
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Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Premium Built Structures

e Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

e Universal Slate International Inc.

e Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

e Ardco Construction

View all contractors ?
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Q13
What carpet fibre handles Calgary road salt tracked in from winter boots?

Solution-dyed nylon is the best carpet fibre for handling Calgary's road salt, sand, and de-icing chemicals
tracked in on winter boots — it resists salt staining, cleans easily, and holds up to the abrasive grit that
grinds into carpet fibres all winter long. Calgary's long winters (typically November through March, sometimes
extending into April) mean five to six months of road salt, sand, gravel, and magnesium chloride de-icer being

tracked into homes, and the wrong carpet fibre will show permanent damage within a few seasons.

Why solution-dyed nylon is the top choice. Solution-dyed means the colour is built into the fibre during
manufacturing rather than applied to the surface afterward. This makes the carpet inherently resistant to bleaching
and discolouring from calcium chloride and magnesium chloride — the primary de-icing chemicals used on Calgary
roads and sidewalks. Standard dyed nylon and polyester can develop white spots and discolouration where salt
residue sits, especially if not cleaned promptly. Solution-dyed nylon also has excellent resilience, meaning it springs

back from the crushing pressure of heavy winter boots and resists matting in entryway traffic paths.

Polyester carpet is the worst choice for salt exposure. PET polyester fibres are oleophilic (oil-attracting), which
means they hold onto the oily residue in road de-icers and become discoloured over time. Polyester also crushes
and mats permanently in high-traffic areas — exactly the zones where winter boots hit hardest. If budget requires

polyester, keep it in bedrooms and use a different flooring in entryways and hallways.

Practical strategies for managing road salt on carpet in a Calgary home are as important as the carpet fibre
itself. Place commercial-grade entry mats at every exterior door — not thin decorative mats, but heavy-duty ribbed
or bristle mats that trap salt and sand before it reaches the carpet. A two-mat system works best: an outdoor
scraper mat to knock off heavy debris, and an indoor absorbent mat to catch moisture and fine particles. Implement
a no-shoes policy inside, which is already common practice in many Calgary households. Vacuum high-traffic
entryways and hallways two to three times per week during winter months, using a vacuum with a beater bar that

lifts embedded grit from the carpet base.

When salt residue does reach the carpet, clean it promptly with a solution of one part white vinegar to one part
warm water. Blot — do not rub — the salt stain with the vinegar solution, then blot with clean water. This neutralizes
the alkaline salt residue and prevents permanent white marks. Professional hot water extraction cleaning at least
once per year after winter, costing $150 to $400 for a Calgary home, removes the embedded salt, sand, and grit

that accumulates through the season and extends carpet life significantly.

For the highest-traffic entry zones, consider skipping carpet entirely in the first two to three metres inside exterior
doors and using tile, LVP, or a commercial-grade carpet tile that can be individually replaced when damaged. Many

Calgary homeowners install LVP in the front entry and main hallway, then transition to carpet in the living areas — a
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practical compromise that protects against salt damage where it is heaviest. Find flooring professionals who can

help plan the right combination through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Turnbull masonry

e Besademolition

Mike’s Restoration Service

Home Style Supplies

Keystone Exteriors

View all contractors ?

Q14

Is carpet a good choice for a Chestermere home with a moisture-prone
basement?

Carpet is generally not the best choice for a moisture-prone Chestermere basement — LVP or tile are safer
long-term options when moisture is a known issue. However, if carpet is strongly preferred for warmth and
comfort, it can work with proper moisture mitigation, the right underpad, and synthetic fibres — but you need to

address the moisture source first, not just install flooring over it.

Chestermere sits east of Calgary along the shores of Chestermere Lake, and many homes in the community —
particularly those in developments near the lake, along low-lying areas, and in newer subdivisions built on former
agricultural land — experience higher basement moisture levels than typical Calgary homes. The water table in
parts of Chestermere is closer to the surface, and spring snowmelt combined with heavy summer rainstorms can
overwhelm weeping tile systems and increase hydrostatic pressure against foundation walls and floor slabs. This

makes moisture management the first priority before any flooring decision.

Before choosing any flooring, test the concrete slab moisture. A calcium chloride moisture test (available at
Calgary hardware stores for $30 to $50) measures moisture vapour emission rate. If the result is above 3 pounds
per 1,000 square feet per 24 hours, you have a moisture problem that must be resolved before installing any
flooring — carpet, LVP, or otherwise. Common solutions include exterior weeping tile repair, sump pump installation

or upgrade, interior waterproofing membrane application, or a dimpled subfloor membrane like Delta-FL that
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creates an air gap between the wet slab and the finished floor. These remediation steps cost $1,500 to $8,000

depending on the scope but prevent far more expensive flooring failures down the road.

If you proceed with carpet after moisture mitigation, use exclusively synthetic fibores — nylon or polyester, never
wool. Synthetics resist mould and mildew far better than natural fibres. Choose a moisture-barrier underpad
specifically rated for below-grade concrete slab installation. This underpad has a built-in vapour barrier on the
bottom that prevents moisture from wicking up through the concrete into the carpet. Standard foam underpad
without a moisture barrier will absorb slab moisture, develop mould, and create the musty basement smell that
plagues so many homes. Budget $1.50 to $2.00 per square foot for quality moisture-barrier underpad versus $0.75
to $1.00 for standard.

The risk with carpet in a moisture-prone basement is that even with mitigation, an unexpected water event — a
heavy rainstorm overwhelming the drainage system, a burst pipe, a sump pump failure — typically means total
carpet replacement. Water-damaged carpet and underpad must be pulled within 24 to 48 hours to prevent mould
growth, and in most cases the materials cannot be salvaged. Replacement costs $3 to $8 per square foot installed,
which for a 600-square-foot basement is $1,800 to $4,800.

LVP is the practical alternative at $4 to $9 per square foot installed. It is 100 percent waterproof, survives flooding
events without damage (you dry the subfloor and reinstall), and modern LVP with cork backing provides reasonable
warmth underfoot. Adding area rugs on LVP in the bedroom and sitting areas gives you the soft, warm feel of
carpet where you want it, with the ability to remove and clean the rugs if moisture becomes an issue. For a
moisture-prone Chestermere basement, this is the approach most flooring professionals will recommend. Get a
professional assessment of your basement moisture conditions — Calgary Floor Installers can connect you with

local flooring experts through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

Calgary Custom Concepts

Premium Built Structures

Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc.

Calgary Garage Builders Ltd

View all contractors ?

Calgary Floor Installers — calgaryfloorinstallers.com — Generated April 5, 2026



Q15
How much does stair carpet runner installation cost in Calgary?

A professionally installed stair carpet runner in a Calgary home typically costs between $500 and $1,500 for
a standard single flight of 12 to 14 steps, including the runner material, underpad, and installation labour.
Premium wool runners or custom-width installations can push costs to $2,000 or more, while budget-friendly

options start around $350 if you choose a synthetic runner and handle installation yourself.

The cost breaks down into three main components. Runner material varies widely: a synthetic (polypropylene or
nylon) runner in a standard 27-inch width runs $8 to $25 per linear foot, while wool runners range from $20 to $60
per linear foot. A standard 12-step staircase requires approximately 30 to 36 linear feet of runner when you account
for the tread depth, riser height, and the wrap around each bullnose. That puts material cost at $240 to $900 for
synthetic and $600 to $2,160 for wool. Underpad cut to fit under the runner adds $50 to $150 for a single flight
— a thin, firm pad is used under runners rather than the thick cushioned underpad used for wall-to-wall carpet,
because too much cushion makes the runner shift and bunch on the stairs. Professional installation labour runs
$200 to $500 for a standard flight depending on the attachment method, stair complexity, and whether the exposed

tread edges need refinishing.

Attachment methods affect both cost and appearance. Stair rods — decorative metal bars that hold the runner
in place at each tread-riser junction — add $15 to $40 per rod for quality brass, bronze, or iron rods, plus $100 to
$200 in additional labour. For 12 to 14 steps, stair rods add $280 to $760 to the project. The stair rod look is elegant
and traditional, popular in Calgary's heritage-style infills and established neighbourhood homes in communities like
Mount Royal, Elbow Park, and Britannia. The alternative is staple-down installation, where the runner is secured
with heavy-duty staples hidden in the tread-riser crease — cleaner looking, less expensive, and the standard

method for most Calgary installations.

Exposed stair treads need to look finished. A runner leaves 2 to 4 inches of tread visible on each side, so the
wood underneath must be stained, painted, or otherwise presentable. If your stairs currently have wall-to-wall
carpet and you are switching to a runner, the treads underneath may need sanding, filling of old tack strip holes and
staple marks, staining, and polyurethane coating. This refinishing work adds $15 to $30 per step, or $180 to $420
for a standard flight. Many Calgary homeowners combine this work with the runner installation for a polished final

result.

DIY runner installation is more achievable than wall-to-wall stair carpet. Pre-finished runners with bound edges
eliminate the cutting and binding step, and securing the runner with a staple gun and stair tool is within reach for
handy homeowners. However, getting the runner perfectly centred, evenly tensioned at each step, and wrinkle-free

requires patience and attention to detail. If you choose stair rods, professional installation ensures they are level
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and evenly spaced. Find carpet and runner installers through the Calgary Construction Network directory at
calgaryconstructionnetwork.com for free estimates on your staircase project.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e G.D.K Drywall LTD.

¢ Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

e Mike's Restoration Service

e Wise Abatement

e Eshine Cleaning Services

View all contractors ?
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Q16
Should I get carpet with built-in antimicrobial treatment for a Calgary basement?

Antimicrobial-treated carpet is a reasonable extra layer of protection for a Calgary basement, but it is not a
substitute for proper moisture management — the underpad selection and moisture barrier underneath
matter far more than the carpet fibre treatment. If your basement has controlled moisture levels and proper
vapour barriers, standard quality nylon carpet will perform well without antimicrobial treatment. If moisture is a

concern, the treatment provides worthwhile insurance for a modest price premium.

Antimicrobial treatments in carpet work by inhibiting the growth of mould, mildew, and odour-causing bacteria on
the fibre surface and in the backing. Major manufacturers like Shaw (with their R2X treatment), Mohawk (with
SmartStrand's inherent fibre properties), and Beaulieu offer residential carpet lines with antimicrobial protection built
into the fibre or applied to the backing. The price premium for antimicrobial-treated carpet over untreated carpet of
the same quality is typically $0.50 to $1.50 per square foot — for a 600-square-foot Calgary basement, that is an
additional $300 to $900.

Calgary's dry climate is actually favourable for basement carpet compared to humid cities like Toronto and
Vancouver. Calgary's indoor humidity is low enough that mould growth on carpet fibres is uncommon when the
basement is properly built and maintained. The risk in Calgary basements comes from below — moisture migrating
through the concrete slab via capillary action and vapour diffusion. This moisture collects at the slab-underpad
interface, creating a damp microclimate that antimicrobial carpet fibre treatment does not reach. This is why

moisture-barrier underpad is the critical investment, not antimicrobial carpet.

A quality moisture-barrier underpad rated for concrete slab installation ($1.50 to $2.00 per square foot) has a built-
in vapour barrier on the bottom surface that blocks slab moisture from reaching the carpet. Some installers also lay
a separate 6-mil polyethylene sheet directly on the slab before the underpad for additional protection. With this

moisture management in place, the environment above the barrier stays dry enough that standard carpet performs

well without antimicrobial treatment.

Where antimicrobial treatment provides real value is in basements with known moisture challenges — homes in
flood-prone areas, older homes with insufficient drainage, or basements where the sump pump has failed in the
past. Even with moisture barriers, a significant water event can introduce moisture that takes days to fully dry, and
antimicrobial-treated carpet resists mould colonization during that drying period better than untreated carpet. It also
provides protection against pet accident odours, which penetrate untreated carpet backing and become nearly
impossible to fully remove.

The bottom line for Calgary basement carpet priorities, in order of importance: first, test slab moisture and

remediate if needed ($30 to $50 for a test kit, potentially thousands for waterproofing). Second, install quality
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moisture-barrier underpad ($1.50 to $2.00 per square foot). Third, choose synthetic fibore — nylon or polyester,
never wool below grade. Fourth, consider antimicrobial treatment as a worthwhile bonus if the price premium is
modest. Skipping steps one and two while paying extra for antimicrobial treatment is putting the cart before the
horse. Calgary Floor Installers can connect you with basement flooring specialists who will assess your slab
conditions before recommending materials — browse the Calgary Construction Network directory for local

professionals.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

Jk Stucco

UR COWRY CABINETS

Eshine Cleaning Services

Mike’'s Restoration Service

e Keystone Exteriors

View all contractors ?

Q17
What is the budget range for quality carpet in Calgary including installation?

Quality carpet in Calgary, fully installed with good underpad, runs $5 to $8 per square foot — which
translates to $1,500 to $2,400 for a standard bedroom, $3,000 to $6,400 for a basement, or $5,000 to $9,600
for a full main floor. This mid-range pricing gets you a durable nylon carpet with quality underpad that will look

good and perform well for 10 to 15 years in Calgary's climate.

Here is how Calgary's carpet market breaks into budget tiers, all prices including carpet material, underpad, and

professional installation.

Budget tier: $3 to $5 per square foot installed. This gets you a polyester carpet with standard 6-pound foam
underpad. Polyester looks great initially but mats and crushes in high-traffic areas within 3 to 5 years. Suitable for
rental properties, basement bedrooms with light use, and budget-conscious homeowners who plan to replace in 5
to 8 years. For a 1,000-square-foot area, budget tier runs $3,000 to $5,000.
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Mid-range (quality) tier: $5 to $8 per square foot installed. This is the sweet spot and what most Calgary
flooring professionals recommend for owner-occupied homes. You get a quality nylon carpet — brands like Shaw,
Mohawk, or Beaulieu residential lines — with 8-pound density foam underpad. Nylon resists matting, holds its
appearance in traffic paths, cleans well, and handles Calgary's dry climate and static issues better than polyester.
The 8-pound underpad provides noticeably better comfort, insulation over cold subfloors, and carpet support than
builder-grade 6-pound foam. Expected lifespan: 10 to 15 years with regular vacuuming and annual professional

cleaning. For a 1,000-square-foot area, mid-range runs $5,000 to $8,000.

Premium tier: $8 to $12 per square foot installed. Premium nylon (like Mohawk SmartStrand or Shaw Anso
Caress) or quality wool with premium rubber underpad. These carpets feature advanced stain resistance,
exceptional softness, superior resilience, and solution-dyed colour that will not fade or bleach from cleaning
chemicals or Calgary's intense UV. Rubber underpad never breaks down or compresses, maintaining its cushion
and insulation for the life of the carpet. Expected lifespan: 15 to 25 years. For a 1,000-square-foot area, premium
runs $8,000 to $12,000.

Luxury tier: $12 to $15+ per square foot installed. High-end wool, custom patterns, and specialty installations.
This tier is typical for executive homes in Calgary communities like Aspen Woods, Springbank Hill, and Mount
Royal. The materials are exceptional, but the jump in price from premium to luxury is proportionally larger than the

jump in performance.

Additional costs to budget beyond the per-square-foot price include old flooring removal ($1 to $3 per square
foot), furniture moving ($200 to $600), transition strips ($3 to $8 per linear foot), stairs ($15 to $25 per step), and
subfloor repairs if needed ($2 to $6 per square foot for affected areas). A realistic total budget for quality carpet in a

typical Calgary home should include 10 to 15 percent above the carpet-plus-installation quote for these extras.

Calgary's carpet pricing is moderate by Canadian standards — roughly 10 to 20 percent below Toronto and
Vancouver for comparable materials and labour. Get three itemized quotes to compare, and make sure each quote
specifies the carpet brand, fibre type, weight, underpad density, and exactly what is included. Calgary Floor
Installers can match you with local carpet professionals for free estimates through the Calgary Construction
Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e G.D.K Drywall LTD.
e Venkor Group Inc

e PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd
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e The Original Workshop
e Besademolition

View all contractors ?

Q18

How do I reduce static from carpet during Calgary's low humidity winter
months?

The most effective way to reduce carpet static in a Calgary home during winter is maintaining indoor
humidity at 35 to 45 percent with a whole-home humidifier — this addresses the root cause rather than just
treating symptoms. Calgary's indoor humidity drops to 15 to 20 percent from November through March, creating
some of the worst static conditions of any major Canadian city, and no amount of anti-static spray will fully

compensate for air that dry.

A whole-home humidifier is the single best investment for static reduction. These units connect to your
furnace ductwork and add moisture to the heated air distributed throughout the house. Bypass humidifiers cost
$300 to $600 installed, steam humidifiers run $800 to $1,500 installed, and both maintain consistent humidity levels
throughout the home automatically. At 35 to 45 percent relative humidity, static buildup on carpet drops dramatically
— the moisture in the air provides a conductive path that dissipates electrical charge before it accumulates enough
to shock you. This humidity range also protects hardwood flooring, wood furniture, and musical instruments from
the cracking and warping that Calgary's dry winters cause. Portable room humidifiers ($50 to $200) help in

individual rooms but require constant refilling and do not provide whole-home consistency.

Anti-static carpet treatments provide temporary relief between humidifier solutions. Commercial anti-static

sprays (available at Calgary hardware stores for $10 to $15 per bottle) are applied directly to carpet and neutralize
surface charge for one to four weeks depending on traffic and humidity levels. A DIY alternative is mixing one part
liquid fabric softener with five parts water in a spray bottle and lightly misting the carpet — the surfactants in fabric

softener reduce static charge on carpet fibres. Reapply every one to two weeks during the driest months.

Carpet fibre choice matters for static control. If you are replacing carpet or choosing new carpet, select nylon
with built-in anti-static treatment rather than polyester. Solution-dyed nylon from manufacturers like Shaw, Mohawk,
and Beaulieu includes permanent static-dissipative properties engineered into the fibre, rated below 3.5 kilovolts.
Polyester generates more static under low-humidity conditions and topical anti-static treatments wear off faster on
polyester fibres. Wool carpet is naturally static-resistant due to its moisture-absorbing properties, though it costs

significantly more ($8 to $15 per square foot installed versus $3 to $7 for quality nylon).
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Personal and household habits that reduce static include wearing leather-soled shoes or slippers instead of
rubber-soled footwear (rubber insulates you from ground, allowing charge to accumulate), wearing natural-fibre
clothing (cotton, wool) instead of synthetics indoors during winter, using dryer sheets or wool dryer balls when
laundering clothing and blankets, and touching a grounded metal object (like a doorknob or light switch plate) with
your knuckle rather than your fingertip before touching electronics or other people — your knuckle has fewer nerve

endings, making the inevitable shock less uncomfortable.

Grounding solutions for severe static include anti-static floor mats at computer workstations ($20 to $50) and
anti-static wrist straps when working with electronics. Some Calgary homeowners install a humidistat-controlled
whole-home humidifier paired with an HRV (heat recovery ventilator) for optimal humidity and air quality
management — this is the premium solution at $2,000 to $4,000 installed but addresses static, dry skin, respiratory
comfort, and indoor air quality simultaneously. For carpet-specific guidance tailored to your Calgary home, find

flooring professionals through the Calgary Construction Network directory.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

e Quality count construction Ltd.

e Wise Abatement

e Besademolition

e Durable Decks

View all contractors ?
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Is carpet tile a good affordable option for a Calgary home office or rec room?

Carpet tile is an excellent affordable option for Calgary home offices and recreation rooms, running $2 to
$5 per square foot installed — and it offers a unique advantage that broadloom carpet cannot match:
individual tiles can be replaced if damaged, stained, or worn without replacing the entire floor. This makes
carpet tile especially practical in rec rooms where spills happen and home offices where chair casters wear through

carpet in concentrated areas.

Cost comparison makes carpet tile very competitive. Residential carpet tiles from brands like Flor, Shaw, and
Interface range from $1.50 to $4.00 per square foot for the material, with installation adding $0.50 to $1.50 per
square foot for professional laying, or nothing at all if you handle the straightforward DIY installation yourself. For a
200-square-foot home office, that is $400 to $1,000 total — comparable to budget broadloom and significantly less
than mid-range nylon broadloom at $5 to $8 per square foot installed. For a 400-square-foot rec room, carpet tile
runs $800 to $2,000.

DIY installation is carpet tile's other major advantage. Most residential carpet tiles are either peel-and-stick or
loose-lay (held in place by their own weight and friction, sometimes with adhesive dots at the corners). The
installation requires no special tools beyond a utility knife, a straightedge, and a tape measure. You start from the
centre of the room and work outward, and each tile is small enough (typically 18x18 or 24x24 inches) to handle
easily. Cutting tiles to fit walls and corners is simple compared to stretching and seaming broadloom. A handy

homeowner can carpet-tile a 200-square-foot room in an afternoon.

For Calgary basements specifically, carpet tile has practical advantages. If a water event occurs — a sump
pump failure, pipe leak, or spring seepage — you pull up the affected tiles, dry the subfloor, and replace the
damaged tiles. With broadloom, the entire carpet and underpad typically need replacing after a significant water
event. Many carpet tiles have built-in moisture barriers or cushion backing, reducing the need for separate
underpad over concrete slabs. That said, a moisture test on the concrete slab is still recommended before

installation in any Calgary basement.

The downsides of carpet tile are worth noting. Residential carpet tiles are generally thinner and less cushioned
than broadloom with quality underpad, so they feel firmer underfoot. The grid pattern of tile edges can be visible,
especially in lighter colours and with cheaper tiles — higher-quality tiles with random or planked patterns minimize
this. Sound insulation is less than thick broadloom with 8-pound underpad, which matters if the rec room is above
or below bedrooms. And in Calgary's dry climate, loose-lay tiles on smooth concrete can shift slightly if not

periodically repositioned or secured with adhesive.
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For a home office chair area, carpet tile is particularly smart. Office chair casters destroy broadloom carpet in the
concentrated area under the desk, creating a visible wear pattern within a year or two. With carpet tile, you buy a
few extras in the same dye lot and swap out worn tiles as needed — the replacement tiles blend in seamlessly.
Some homeowners use a firmer commercial-grade carpet tile under the desk area and softer residential tiles in the
rest of the office for the best of both worlds.

Carpet tile is one of the most practical and affordable flooring solutions for casual spaces in a Calgary home.
Browse flooring options and connect with local installers through the Calgary Construction Network at

calgaryconstructionnetwork.com.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

G.D.K Drywall LTD.

Turnbull masonry

Makki Abatement

Durable Decks

e Universal Slate International Inc.

View all contractors ?

Q20
What colour carpet hides dirt best in a Calgary home with an active family?

Medium-toned colours with warm undertones — think taupe, mocha, mushroom, medium grey-brown, or
heathered blends — hide dirt best in active Calgary households. These colours mask the specific types of
debris Calgary families deal with: road sand and gravel tracked in on winter boots, chinook-blown dust, pet hair,
food crumbs, and the general soil that comes with kids and outdoor activities across Calgary's long winters and

active summers.

Why medium tones outperform both light and dark colours. Very light carpet (cream, beige, ivory, white) shows
every footprint, spill, stain, and tracked-in particle — it looks dirty almost immediately in a busy household. Very

dark carpet (charcoal, dark brown, navy, black) shows lint, pet hair, dust, and light-coloured debris like Calgary road
sand and salt residue with equal clarity. Medium tones in the taupe-to-mushroom range happen to match the colour

of the most common dirt and dust, making everyday soil virtually invisible between vacuuming sessions.
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Multi-toned and flecked patterns are the secret weapon. Carpet with two or three complementary colours woven
through the fibre — sometimes marketed as heathered, berber-fleck, or multi-tone — hides dirt dramatically better
than solid colours because the colour variation breaks up the visual appearance of any debris. A heathered taupe-
and-grey, for example, camouflages everything from dark pet hair to light dust. Patterned carpet (subtle geometric,

tonal stripes, or organic textures) similarly disguises wear paths, furniture impressions, and everyday soil.

Calgary-specific considerations for carpet colour selection. The road sand and magnesium chloride de-icer
tracked into Calgary homes all winter dries to a light greyish-white residue — this shows prominently on dark carpet
and blends into medium tones. Chinook winds bring fine prairie dust and topsoil into homes, which tends to be a
warm brown — again, medium warm tones absorb this visually. If you have dogs that go to off-leash parks (Calgary
has some of the best urban off-leash areas in Canada, and usage is year-round), expect mud, grass, and wet dirt
— medium brown and taupe tones hide all three. For homes in newer Calgary communities with ongoing
construction nearby (common in the southeast, northwest, and Airdrie developments), the fine construction dust

that infiltrates homes blends best into warm grey and taupe tones.

Fibre type also affects how clean carpet looks over time. Beyond colour, choose a nylon carpet with built-in
stain treatment (like Mohawk SmartStrand or Shaw's R2X) in the $3 to $6 per square foot range. Stain-treated
nylon resists permanent staining from spills and tracked-in debris, and it vacuums cleaner than polyester because
nylon fibres do not attract and hold oily soil the way polyester does. In high-traffic areas like hallways and family

rooms, a textured or frieze (twist) style in a medium tone hides wear patterns better than a smooth plush finish.

The colours to avoid in an active Calgary family home are anything in the cream-to-light-beige range (shows
everything), pure white (impossible to maintain), dark charcoal or black (shows lint, dust, and salt), and solid single-
tone colours in any shade (show wear and soil more than multi-toned options). If you want help selecting the right
carpet colour and grade for your family's lifestyle, Calgary Floor Installers can match you with local carpet

specialists through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e True North Overhead Doors

e Venkor Group Inc

Greenstone landscaping solutions

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

View all contractors ?
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Q21

How much does it cost to re-carpet three bedrooms in a Calgary two-storey
home?

Re-carpeting three bedrooms in a Calgary two-storey home typically costs $2,500 to $5,500 for a complete
job including old carpet removal, quality new carpet, underpad, and professional installation. The exact cost

depends on room sizes, carpet quality, and whether the subfloor needs any attention once the old carpet is pulled

up.

A typical Calgary two-storey home has a master bedroom of 180 to 250 square feet and two secondary bedrooms
of 120 to 150 square feet each, giving a total carpet area of approximately 420 to 550 square feet for the three

rooms. Here is how the numbers break down across quality tiers.

Budget option ($4 to $6 per square foot all-in): $1,700 to $3,300. This gets you quality polyester carpet with
standard 6-pound underpad, including removal of the old carpet and installation. Polyester feels soft initially and
works fine for bedrooms with moderate traffic, but it mats and crushes faster than nylon — expect 5 to 8 years of
good appearance in bedrooms. This tier makes sense for homes being prepared for sale or for homeowners on a
tight budget.

Mid-range option ($6 to $8 per square foot all-in): $2,500 to $4,400. Quality nylon carpet with 8-pound density
underpad, old carpet removal included. This is the recommended tier for owner-occupied Calgary homes. Nylon

resists matting and crushing in the traffic path from the door to the bed and closet, handles Calgary's static-prone
dry winter air better than polyester (especially with anti-static treatment), and lasts 10 to 15 years in bedroom use.
The 8-pound underpad provides noticeably better comfort and insulation over what can be cold subfloors in winter

— particularly if the bedrooms are above an unheated garage, which is common in Calgary two-storey designs.

Premium option ($8 to $11 per square foot all-in): $3,400 to $6,050. Premium nylon or wool carpet with rubber
underpad, old carpet removal included. This tier delivers luxury softness underfoot, exceptional durability (15 to 25
years in bedroom use), and superior insulation and sound dampening between floors — a real benefit in a two-

storey home where bedroom floors are the ceiling of the main-floor living areas below. Rubber underpad maintains

its cushion indefinitely, unlike foam which compresses over time.

Additional costs that may apply. Furniture moving adds $100 to $300 for three bedrooms if the installer handles it
— many homeowners move bedroom furniture themselves to save this cost, and it is straightforward if you have
somewhere to stage the items temporarily. Closet carpeting is usually included in the room square footage but can
add complexity with tight cutting around door jambs and shelving systems. Transition strips at doorways between
carpet and hallway flooring (hardwood, LVP, or different carpet) run $3 to $8 per linear foot installed. Subfloor

repairs — squeaky spots that need re-screwing, minor water damage near bathroom walls, or uneven areas — add
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$2 to $6 per square foot for affected areas and are only discovered once old carpet is removed.

Upstairs bedrooms in Calgary two-storey homes have a specific consideration: sound transmission to the
rooms below. Quality underpad with a high IIC (Impact Insulation Class) rating reduces footfall noise between
floors. If your family is sensitive to overhead noise, investing in premium underpad in the $1.50 to $2.00 per square
foot range pays dividends in daily comfort. Get free estimates from local carpet professionals through the Calgary

Construction Network at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e Turnbull masonry

e Wise Abatement

e One OAK Flooring

¢ Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

e Eshine Cleaning Services

View all contractors ?
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Q22

Should | choose nylon or polyester carpet for high traffic areas in my Calgary
home?

Nylon is the clear winner for high-traffic areas in a Calgary home — it outperforms polyester in resilience,
wear resistance, stain recovery, and longevity by a significant margin, and the price premium of $1 to $3
per square foot is easily justified by years of better performance. Polyester has its place in low-traffic
bedrooms and guest rooms, but for hallways, living rooms, stairs, and family rooms, nylon is the professional

recommendation across the Calgary flooring industry.

Resilience is where nylon dominates. Resilience is the fibre's ability to spring back to its original shape after
being compressed by foot traffic, furniture legs, and daily wear. Nylon has the best resilience rating of any carpet
fibre, maintaining its appearance and texture in traffic paths for 10 to 15 years with proper maintenance. Polyester
(PET) has poor resilience — it mats and crushes permanently in high-traffic areas, developing visible wear paths
within 2 to 4 years. Once polyester fibres flatten, they cannot be restored by vacuuming, professional cleaning, or
any other treatment. In a Calgary home where the hallway from the front door carries the combined traffic of winter

boots, kids, pets, and daily life, this difference is visually obvious within the first year or two.

Stain resistance is more nuanced than marketing suggests. Polyester is marketed as inherently stain-resistant
because the fibre does not absorb water-based dyes — and this is true for liquid stains like juice, wine, and coffee.
However, polyester is oleophilic (oil-attracting), which means it readily absorbs oily and greasy soils. Over time in
high-traffic areas, polyester carpet develops a dingy, greyish appearance from the oil in foot traffic, cooking residue,
and Calgary road grime that vacuuming and even professional cleaning cannot fully remove. Nylon, while requiring
manufacturer stain treatment (like Shaw R2X or Mohawk SmartStrand), cleans more thoroughly because it releases

both water-based and oil-based soils during hot water extraction cleaning.

Calgary-specific factors favour nylon for high-traffic areas. Calgary's long winters mean five to six months of
road sand, salt, gravel, and de-icing chemicals being tracked into the home. This abrasive grit grinds into carpet
fibres with every step, accelerating wear. Nylon's superior abrasion resistance handles this grinding action far better
than polyester. Calgary's dry winter air (15 to 20 percent indoor humidity) also generates more static on polyester
than on anti-static-treated nylon, making polyester in high-traffic areas a static nuisance from November through
March.

Cost comparison in the Calgary market. Quality nylon carpet runs $3 to $6 per square foot for material, while
comparable polyester runs $1.50 to $3.50. With 8-pound underpad ($1.00 to $1.50 per square foot) and installation
($0.75 to $1.50 per square foot), the total installed cost is $5 to $8 per square foot for nylon versus $3 to $6 for

polyester. For a 300-square-foot living room, that is a difference of roughly $600 to $900. Spread over nylon's 10 to
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15 year lifespan versus polyester's 5 to 8 years in high-traffic use, nylon actually costs less per year of service.

The practical recommendation for Calgary homes is to use nylon in every high-traffic area — living rooms,
family rooms, hallways, stairs, and dens — and reserve polyester for low-traffic bedrooms and guest rooms if
budget is a concern. This hybrid approach puts the durable fibre where it matters most and saves money where
wear is minimal. Need help choosing the right carpet for your traffic patterns? Calgary Floor Installers can connect

you with local carpet professionals for free through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e New Earth Waste Services Ltd

e Mike’s Restoration Service

e Besademolition

e Home Style Supplies

e The Original Workshop

View all contractors ?

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Calgary Floor Installers. It does not constitute professional
advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any flooring project.
Information is current as of April 5, 2026 and may change. Visit calgaryfloorinstallers.com for the latest answers.
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